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“When the turn came for Esther (the young woman Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his
uncle Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch
who was in charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her.
Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his
favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti.” Esther 2:15 & 17

“Mordecai told him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money
Haman had promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. He also gave
him a copy of the text of the edict for their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to
show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence
to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.” Esther 4:7-8

How to Move Forward When | Don’t Have a Chance
1. Admit Your Underdog Problem
“All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman
who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one
law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their

lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” Esther 4:11

2. Find the Courage and Faith to Take Action

“When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that
because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and
your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position
for such a time as this?” Esther 4:12-14

Courage comes from...
e Someone that believes in you
e Courage comes from finding God

e Courage leads to action through God’s power



“Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa,

and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as
you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish,
1 perish.” So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.” Esther 4:15-17

“On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in
front of the king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the

entrance. When he saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out
to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the
scepter. Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half
the kingdom, it will be given you.” Esther 5:1-3

“That night the king could not sleep, so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his
reign, to be brought in and read to him. It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed
Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to
assassinate King Xerxes. “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the
king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered... When Haman entered,
the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” Esther 6:1-3,
6

“Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have
suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have
recommended.” Esther 6:10

3. Move Forward in Victory

“If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my
petition. And spare my people—this is my request. For I and my people have been sold to be
destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would
have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” King Xerxes asked
Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do such a thing?” Esther
said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” Esther 7.:3-6

Step Up!

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

4. The feast of Purim
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