
1 
 

Everyone Has a Story 
Let Go of My Ego 
Discover Church 

Mark Phillips 
4/23/23 

 
“A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was 

childless, unable to give birth. The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You are barren 

and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. Now see to it that 

you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean. You will 

become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy 

is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel 

from the hands of the Philistines.” Judges 13:2-5 

 
“Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he said, “Are you the man 

who talked to my wife?” “I am,” he said. So Manoah asked him, “When your words are fulfilled, 

what is to be the rule that governs the boy’s life and work?” The angel of the Lord answered, 

“Your wife must do all that I have told her. She must not eat anything that comes from the 

grapevine, nor drink any wine or other fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. She must do 

everything I have commanded her.” Judges 13:11-14 

 
A Godly upbringing does not guarantee Godly behavior 

 
“Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. When he returned, he 

said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as 

my wife.” Judges 14:1-2 

 
Ego = a person's sense of self-esteem or self-importance. 
 
“Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the 

vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him.  The Spirit of 

the Lord came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might 

have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done. 7 Then he 

went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. Some time later, when he went back to 

marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a swarm of bees and 

some honey. He scooped out the honey with his hands and ate as he went along. When he 

rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had 

taken the honey from the lion’s carcass.” Judges 14:5-9 

 

Out of Control Ego leads to… 
 

1. Wrong Purposes 
 

2. Pure Self-Interest 
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“Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer within the seven 

days of the feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes. If you can’t tell 

me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes.” “Tell us your 

riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.” He replied, “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the 

strong, something sweet.” Judges 14:12-14 

 
3. Disobedience to God  

 
“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 

common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14 

 
4. Rebellious life and conflict with others 

 
5. Celebrates God’s victory as their own 

 
“As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came 

powerfully upon him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped 

from his hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand 

men. Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s jawbone I have made donkeys of them. With a 

donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.” When he finished speaking, he threw away the 

jawbone.” Judges 15:14-17  

 
6. Sin leads to destruction, shame, and defeat 

 
 
 

Develop a Healthy Ego 
 

• Who they are 

• Who they aren’t 

• Whose they are 
 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 

yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 In 

your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very 

nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 

rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 

name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:2-11 
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• Value others above yourself 
 
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 

you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you.” Romans 12:3 

 

• Live a life of servanthood 
 

• Humble yourself through obedience to God 
 

• Dedicate your life to Jesus 
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Ego = a person's sense of ____________________________ 
 

Out of Control Ego leads to… 
 

1. Wrong ____________________________ 
 

2. Pure _____________________________ 
 

3. ____________________________ to God  
 

4. ________________________ life and ______________________ with others 
 

5. Celebrates God’s _____________________ as their __________________ 
 

6. Sin leads to ___________________, ______________, and ________________ 
 
 

Develop a Healthy Ego 
 

• _______________ others _____________________ yourself 
 

• Live a life of _____________________________ 
 

• ____________________ yourself through ________________________ to God 
 

• _________________________ your life to Jesus 
 

 

Scripture: Judges 13:2-5; 11-14; Judges 14:1-2; Judges 14:5-9; Judges 14:12-14; 2 

Corinthians 6:14; Judges 15:14-17; Philippians 2:2-11; Romans 12:3 

 
 
 
 


