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Four Reasons our Relationships are JACKED UP
1. We are stubborn about apologizing
“So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that
someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled
to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.” Matthew 5:23-24
➢ We have to be right
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.” Luke 11:52
➢ The Fear of Loss
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with
him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me,
and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” Luke 15:28-32
➢ Always offer one more chance
“Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit
on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the
soil?’ 8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and

fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” Luke 13:6-9

2. We think we are better than the other person.
➢ We judge others without first looking at ourselves
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven… “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay

no attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me
take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You
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hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck
from your brother’s eye.” Luke 6:37-38, 41-42
➢ We don’t see people’s real needs
“But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his
disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered them, “It
is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:30-32
➢ We all want to be the greatest
“An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. 47 Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. 48 Then he said to
them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”
Luke 9:46-48
“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am
not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Luke 18:9-14
3. We don’t treat people the way we want to be treated
“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught
in the law and the prophets.” Matthew 7:12
➢ We hinder others from growing
“Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You
yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.” Luke 11:52
➢ Become generous with your life
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other
also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you,
and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them
do to you. 32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those

who love them.” Luke 6:27-32
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➢ Help all you can when you can
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?” Luke 10:36
➢ Live a humble life
“When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this
parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person
more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and
say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important
place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you,
‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other
guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” Luke 14:7-11

4. We have become lazy about sharing our life
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity.” Proverbs 17:17
➢ Build your life on a solid foundation
“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone who comes to
me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. 48 They
are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a
flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But
the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house
on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and
its destruction was complete.” Luke 6:46-49
➢ Make the appropriate sacrifice
“Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to me
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their
own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and
follow me cannot be my disciple… 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything
you have cannot be my disciples.” Luke 14:25-27, 33
➢ Focus your life on what matters most
“As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus
replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury
my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say
goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for service in the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:57-62
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