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Bad Reputations Come From
1. Labels given to you by others

“The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be
separated,; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”
When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. The first to come out
was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. After this, his
brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob.” Genesis 25:23-
26

Esau = Hairy
Jacob = Deceiver
2. Our past actions

“The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob
was content to stay at home among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau,
but Rebekah loved Jacob. Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open
country, famished. He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!”
(That is why he was also called Edom.) Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” “Look, I
am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”” But Jacob said, “Swear to me
first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau some
bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his
birthright.” Genesis 25:27-34

Status and privilege
Double portion
Leadership
Spiritual Headship

“So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him
and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. May God
give you heaven’s dew and earth’s richness—an abundance of grain and new wine. May nations
serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your
mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be
blessed.” Genesis 27:27-29



“When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his
father, “Bless me—me too, my father!” But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully and took
your blessing.” Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob? This is the second time he has taken
advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he’s taken my blessing!” Genesis 27:34-36

“Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to

himself, “The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
Genesis 27:41

Overcoming a Bad Reputation

A. God uses imperfect people

“I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your
descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth,
and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over

you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done
what I have promised you.” Genesis 28:13-15

If then

“If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food
to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord will be
my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give
me I will give you a tenth.”” Genesis 28:20-22

B. God uses others to transform your life
“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” Galatians 6:7

“I have been with you for twenty years now. Your sheep and goats have not miscarried, nor have
1 eaten rams from your flocks. I did not bring you animals torn by wild beasts, I bore the loss
myself. And you demanded payment from me for whatever was stolen by day or night. This was
my situation. The heat consumed me in the daytime and the cold at night, and sleep fled from my
eyes. It was like this for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for you fourteen
years for your two daughters and six years for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten

times. If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with

me, you would surely have sent me away empty-handed. But God has seen my hardship and the
toil of my hands, and last night he rebuked you.” Genesis 31:38-42

C. Confront your past for a better future
“So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he

could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as
he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied,



“I will not let you go unless you bless me.”” The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered. Then the man said, ‘“Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,
because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” Jacob said,
“Please tell me your name.”” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him
there. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my

life was spared.” Gensis 32:24-30
“The man asked him, “What is your name?” Genesis 32:27

Until you are ready to admit who you are, you can never become who God wants you
to be.
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