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Matt 23:1-8 NIV 
24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly 

two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.5 In their fright the women bowed 
down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among 

the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 
Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third 

day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered his words. 
 

Alive	
	
	
Intro:	
	
What	an	incredible	story,	right?	However,	it’s	just	a	story,	right?	Obviously,	this	is	an	
ancient	Middle	Eastern	tale	that	recounts	a	legend	of	lore	about	a	man	escaping	the	powers	
of	death	and	the	grave.	
	
For	many	around	the	world	and	even	here	today	that’s	exactly	what	this	is.	An	ancient	
fairytale	that	people	use	to	comfort	one	another	about	life,	salvation	and	eternity.		
	
However,	what	if	this	is	not	just	an	ancient	legend	of	lore?	What	if	this	man,	Jesus,	was	
indeed	real?	What	if	He	was	who	He	said	He	was	and	did	what	the	story	tells	He	did?		
	



It	is	my	hope	today	that	you	will	go	with	me	on	a	journey.	A	journey	through	the	Bible	that	
accurately	details	the	truth	of	who	this	man	was,	what	took	His	life,	and	how	He	was	raised	
to	life	again	to	be	found	among	the	living.				
	
	
Message:	
 
I. Jesus,	the	Son	of	God,	Luke	1:26-33.	

	
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary.  28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is 
with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and 
considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, 
and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:26-33 NKJV 
 

-This	was	storied	to	be	no	ordinary	child,	Is	9:6.	
	
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And 
His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 
9:6 NKJV 
	

-He	was	to	be	conceived	of	a	virgin,	Is	7:14.		
 

14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 NKJV 
	

-He	was	announced	by	angels,	Luke	1:26-31	
 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:8-11 NKJV 
	

-Mary	gave	birth	to	this	miracle	child,	(the	word	of	God	made	flesh),	John	1:1-4	&	14.		
	
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:1-4 NKJV 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 NKJV 
	

-He	grew	up	under	Mary	and	Joseph	(His	earthly	father),	Luke	2:51.	
-He	was	raised	the	son	of	a	carpenter,	Mark	6:3.	
-At	age	twelve	He	began	stepping	into	His	Father’s	business,	Luke	2:40-50.	



-At	30	years	of	age	He	began	His	public	ministry,	Luke	3:23.	
	
3 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of 
Joseph, the son of Heli, Luke 3:23 NKJV 
	
*What	I	want	you	to	see	and	know	today	is	that	this	man	was	real.	He	lived	on	this	
earth	as	a	human	being	just	like	you	and	me.	He	was	a	teacher,	He	was	a	healer,	He	
was	a	miracle	worker,	He	was	a	prophet,	and	He	was	so	much	more.	He	was,	is,	and	
always	will	be	the	literal	Son	of	God.			
	
	
II. Jesus,	hung	on	the	cross,	Matt	27:32-44.		

32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His 
cross. 33 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, 34 they gave 
Him] sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink. 35 Then they 
crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet: “They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.” 36 Sitting down, 
they kept watch over Him there. 37 And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: 
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right 
and another on the left. 39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 40 and 
saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.” 41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the] scribes and elders, 
said, 42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe Him. 43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have 
Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him 
with the same thing. Matt 27:32-44 NKKJV 

-Jesus	was	betrayed	by	one	of	His	own	disciples,	Matt	26:25.	
-He	was	tried,	and	sentenced	under	a	Roman	governor,	Pontius	Pilate,	Matt	27.	
-He	was	brutally	beaten	so	badly	that	He	did	not	even	look	human,	Is.	52:13-53:7.	

	
13 Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 14 Just as 
many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, And His form more than 
the sons of men; 15 So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; For what 
had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall consider. Who has believed 
our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, 
there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not 
esteem Him. 4 Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like 
sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as 
a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 
	

-He	was	then	forced	to	carry	His	own	cross	to	Calvary,	Matt	27:32.	
-He	was	mocked	and	then	nailed	to	the	cross	(through	His	hands	and	feet),	Matt	
27:27-31.	

	



27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison 
around Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 When they had twisted a crown 
of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and 
mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck 
Him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on 
Him, and led Him away to be crucified. Matt 27:27-31 NKJV 
	

-He	hung	there,	suspended	between	the	heaven	and	earth	for	hours,	Luke	27:45	
-Darkness	covered	the	earth	for	three	hours	as	God	looked	away,	Luke	27:45-46.	

	
45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. 46 And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” Luke 27:45-46 NKJV 
	

-In	the	process,	He	that	was	without	sin	became	sin	for	humanity,	II	Cor	5:21.	
	
21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him. II Cor 5:21 NKKJV 
	
*When	Jesus	died	upon	that	cross	that	fateful	day;	it	was	for	you,	it	was	for	me,	it	was	
for	this	world.	He	died	for	our	sins	so	that	we	might	be	ransomed	from	them	and	even	
delivered	from	them.	This	was	the	entire	purpose	of	His	life,	to	die	for	you	and	me.	
	

	
III. Jesus,	death	could	not	hold,	Acts	2:22-35.		

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, 
wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know 
23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless 
hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, 
because it was not possible that He should be held by it.  

25 For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, For He is at my right hand, 
that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover, my flesh 
also will rest in hope. 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your 
presence.’ 

29 “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on 
his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not 
left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all 
witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 

34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ 36 “Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 
2:22-36 NKJV 

-After	hours	Jesus	breathed	His	last	breath	and	gave	up	His	Spirit,	Luke	27:50.	



-He	spent	3	days	in	a	borrowed	tomb,	I	Cor	15:4.	
-During	those	hours	Jesus	was	actively	working,	Eph	4:9-10.	

	
9 Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of 
the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill 
all things. Eph 4:9-10 NKJV 
	

-He	redeemed	humanity	to	God	with	His	sinless	blood,	Heb	9:11-12.	
	

11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His 
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. Heb 9:11-12 
NKJV 
	

-Jesus	took	and	still	has	the	keys	of	death,	hell,	and	the	grave,	Rev	1:18.	
	

18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of 
Hades and of Death. Rev 1:18 NKJV 
	

-The	veil	of	the	temple	was	torn	in	two	from	top	to	bottom,	Matt	27:51.		
	
51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the 
rocks were split, Matt 27:51 NKJV 
	

-Jesus	laid	down	His	own	life;	no	one	killed	Him,	John	10:18.		
-He	also	took	up	His	own	life,	John	10:18.	
-He	was	raised	from	the	dead	in	power	and	now	offers	that	to	you	and	me,	I	Cor	
15:20-21;	40-44	&	51-55.	

	
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
 
42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It 
is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up 
in victory.” 55 “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 

*Jesus	has	ransomed	humanity	by	way	of	His	death	from	the	scourge	of	sin.	He	also	
conquered	death,	hell,	and	the	grave	and	now	offers	forgiveness,	life	and	the	power	of	
His	resurrection	to	all	who	will	receive	Him.		

	
	
Musicians	to	the	Platform:	
	



	
Conclusion:	
	
The	truth	is	that	so	many	of	us	here	today	are	looking	for	life,	but	we	are	looking	for	the	
living	among	the	dead.	Please	allow	me	to	explain!	
	
When	those	ladies	went	searching	at	the	tomb	of	Jesus	on	the	first	day	of	the	week,	they	
were	searching	for	answers.	And	if	the	truth	were	known,	they	were	probably	searching	for	
a	little	glimmer	of	hope.	However,	they	were	looking	in	the	wrong	place—a	graveyard.	
	
This	is	exactly	the	situation	for	all	humanity.	We	are	all	searching	for	life,	fulfillment,	and	
happiness;	yet	the	problem	with	us	is	that	we	are	often	searching	for	that	hope	of	life	
among	those	things	that	are	dead!	Among	the	things	that	only	reproduce	more	death	and	
decay!		
	
Many	in	this	room	have	mistakenly	been	looking	for	life	among	drugs,	intoxication,	
drunkenness,	pride,	money,	sex,	power,	inappropriate	relationships,	abuse,	addictions,	
hate,	rage,	gambling,	porn	and	the	list	goes	on	and	on.	However,	all	of	these	are	devoid	of	
life.	They	are	each	dead	and	in	their	own	way	bring	about	more	death.		
	
Now	do	you	understand	what	I	am	trying	to	share	today?	So	many	of	us	here	today	have	
simply	been	searching	for	that	what	is	alive	and	has	the	ability	to	bring	new	life	among	the	
dead!		
	
	
Salvation	offer:	
	
It	is	with	that	thought	in	mind	that	I	extend	the	offer	of	the	Son	of	God	to	you	today.	He	is	
not	dead.	He	is	alive,	and	because	He	is	very	much	alive	and	is	also	the	giver	of	life,	He	can	
give	you	that	abundant	life	today.	Let	us	make	a	decision	to	no	longer	search	for	the	living	
among	the	dead.	
	
*Very	simply	said:		because	He	lives,	you	can	live—both	in	this	life	with	an	abundant	
life,	and	in	the	life	to	come	for	all	eternity.		
	
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.  
 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me. 
 
John 5:24-27 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 Most assuredly, 
I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in 
Himself ,27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.  
 



Matt 11:28-29 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
 
Rom 10:9-10 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
	
I John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
 
John 14:19 “A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, 
you will live also.  
 
	

Pastor	John	E.	Skipworth,	Jr	
04/04/21	
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