
The “W” Series Part 3: Where Are You Serving? 3/20/22 

Intro: Recap 
Week 1 What are you doing to grow spiritually? (Bible, Life Group, Holy Spirit)

Week 2 Who are you reaching? (Expand your “Who” to the open door one door down)


My wife got me into a new hobby a few years ago…antiquing. I always thought antiques were 
just junk.  My friend EST taught me this truth about antiques…there is a story behind 
everything.  Don’t look at the junk…look for the story.

A couple years ago at Marigold Days we ran across this old wooden chest labeled “Poor Man’s 
Coffin.”


As I looked at this chest, this poor man’s coffin I couldn’t help but think of the stories of 
missionaries who packed up their worldly possessions into a cheap wooden coffin.  That coffin 
served as a travel chest and it served as a daily testament that they were laying down their life 
to serve where God was sending them. Saying not my will but yours be done!


Today we conclude our “W” series with the question…”Where are you serving?”


Service Matters! 
As we ask and answer this question I want to examine 4 simple but powerful truths about 
service through a story you might not have ever equated with service before.


Mark 5:1-20 
Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when He 
had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean 
spirit, 3 who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with 
chains, 4 because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had 
been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. 
5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting 
himself with stones.


6 When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. 7 And he cried out with a loud 
voice and said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You 
by God that You do not torment me.”

8 For He said to him, “Come out of the man, unclean spirit!” 9 Then He asked him, “What is 
your name?”

And he answered, saying, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” 10 Also he begged Him 
earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.




11 Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains. 12 So all the demons 
begged Him, saying, “Send us to the swine, that we may enter them.” 13 And at once Jesus 
gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were 
about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and 
drowned in the sea.


14 So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they 
went out to see what it was that had happened. 15 Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one 
who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. 
And they were afraid. 16 And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had 
been demon-possessed, and about the swine. 17 Then they began to plead with Him to depart 
from their region.


18 And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that 
he might be with Him. 19 However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home 
to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He 
has had compassion on you.” 20 And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all 
that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled. 

4 Truths of Service 

1. Service demonstrates gratitude & appreciation. 
This man’s life had been radically changed! He had been set free. He was grateful for what God 
had done in his life and demonstrated his appreciation through obedient service.  When your 
life has been touched by God you can’t help but want to give back to God and serve! 

2.  Service reveals what you value. 
You give to what you love and believe in.  You want to see it grow and expand.  You want to 
help it succeed.  You want help it reach others in the same way it reached you.  Has God 
changed your life?  Has Rochester Assembly helped change your life? Help us reach the 
next person! 

3. Service requires us to serve where we’re needed not just where we want. 
This man wanted to serve with Jesus, along side the disciples.  “He BEGGED that he might 
be with him.” (V18).  Jesus said “No!  I need you to stay here. To serve here.  To tell of what 
great things God has done for you here!”  Never substitute your want for God’s need!  
Embrace the mindset “Not my will but yours be done.” Service demands that we die to 
ourselves!  Never underestimate what God is asking of you, never deem it mundane or 
inconsequential!  Your obedience and service is more powerful than you think. 

4. Service sets the stage for others to receive. 
This man was obedient to stay and serve where God asked him to serve. He laid aside his own 
desires. He went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things God had 
done for him.  He didn’t get to serve on the worship team…but he made a difference in the 
nursery.  He didn’t get brought on staff, but he was an amazing life goup leader. Don’t despise 
where God is asking you to serve. Understand that there is a purpose in it.  This man was 
faithful to serve where Jesus asked him to serve and in doing so he set the stage for others to 
recieve when Jesus came back to that region!


Closing: Mark 7:31-37 When Jesu returned to that region, this time they welcomed him and 
brought people to him for healing! The man’s service mattered!


