
Intro: Last week we began a sermon series entitled The Kingdom. Jesus said in Luke 12 that it 
is the Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom! As we began to look at this kingdom that 
the Father has made is citizens of, as we began looking at this kingdom that the Father desires 
to give us we discovered some things. Before Jesus ever told the disciples what the kingdom 
of heaven was like he taught them what it demands. If we are to receive the kingdom it 
demands repentance.


This week we are going to continue studying what Jesus had to say about the kingdom, 
because he doesn’t want us ignorant.  In fact in Matthew 13:11 he declared “…it has been 
given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 13:1-23 
On the same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea. 2 And great multitudes were 
gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude stood on 
the shore. 3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and 
devoured them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they 
immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they 
were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 7 And some fell among 
thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 8 But others fell on good ground and 
yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear!” 


10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”

11 He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 12 For whoever has, 
to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what 
he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the 
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And 
seeing you will see and not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their 
ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I 
should heal them.’


16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to 
you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 



19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked 
one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by 
the wayside. 20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a 
while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he 
stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the 
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 
23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”


The kingdom is a mystery (vs.11) 
The kingdom is a mystery in that it is not of this world.  It is not conformed to the pattern of this 
world. It is not understood or received through natural fleshly means or intellect. The kingdom 
is spiritual. It operates above and outside this natural realm. It is pursued in faith and 
understood by the spirit, not the flesh.


The kingdom is a revealing agent…The seed reveals the state of the soil! (vs.19-23) 
The seed is the gospel message, the word of the kingdom (vs.19). What is done with the seed 
reveals the state of the soil…the condition of our heart and lives.


The Wayside: Those who do not understand and do nothing with the seed are the wayside. 
Their heart has not even been tilled over yet. It’s like dumping seed on asphalt.


Stony Places: My father in law is a farmer. Every year when my kids were little they would go 
pick rocks out of the field. You pick rock out of the field to so you don’t damage your plow and 
to make the soil receptive to the seed.  Stony soil is shallow soil. It may receive the seed with 
joy, but they never establish roots.  They never get plugged in, never get stable, never grow 
roots so they never endure when trials, oppositions and persecution comes.


Thorny Places: The thorns are the cares of life, deceitfulness of riches. The thorny ground are 
those who want to receive the benefit of the seed yet only in as much as it doesn’t cost them 
the creature comforts of their life.  They want the kingdom as an addition to their natural life, 
not the true purpose of their life. They live one foot in and one foot out.  They are the double 
minded that James talks about. As such they become fruitful.


Good Soil: Hears, understands and produces.  All three are required if we are to really receive 
the kingdom.  IT is not enough to hear. We must also understand.  This is why Paul prayed for 
the church in Colosse that they would grow in wisdom, understanding and discernment. As we 
begin to understand we begin to implement what we hear in faith and as we do we begin to 
produce in greater and greater measure. 30 60 & 100 fold.


Conclusion: 
In the gym I have two friends that really serve as inspirations to me, Kevin and Josh. Kevin is 
10 years older than me. Josh is 20 years younger…both can produce more in the gym than I 
can in different ways. BOTH serve not as a comparison to me but as inspirations to me! I 
don’t beat myself up or think less of myself because I can’t lift as much as Josh or have the 
endurance of Kevin. I look at them as an inspiration of where I want to go and I ask them for 
instruction. I learn what I can from them. They are an inspiration and a motivation of where I 
can go if I just keep growing!  Hear, Understand Put into Practice…Produce! 

Be fruitful for the kingdom! 


