




Are You Sharing 
the Gospel?
1. Paul sought opportunities to 

share the gospel
2. We should seek opportunities 

to share the gospel



The Big Picture
1. Where is Colossae?
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The Big Picture
1. Where is Colossae?
2. Key Message of the Book



False Teaching in Colossae

Colossians 2:16–17
“Therefore let no one pass 
judgment on you in questions of 
food and drink, or in regard to a 
festival or a new moon or a 
Sabbath. These are a shadow of 
the things to come, but the 
substance belongs to Christ.”

Colossians 2:8
“See to it that no one takes you 
captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to 
the elementary spirits of the 
world, and not according to 
Christ.”

Jewish Element Greek Element



“…that in everything he 
[Jesus] might be preeminent.”

Col 1:18

(Col 2:7)



2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At 
the same time, pray also for us, that 
God may open to us a door for the 
word, to declare the mystery of Christ, 
on account of which I am in prison— 4 
that I may make it clear, which is how I 
ought to speak.

Colossians 4:2–4
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Paul’s Three Imprisonments

1. Philippi Philippi
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2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At 
the same time, pray also for us, that 
God may open to us a door for the 
word, to declare the mystery of Christ, 
on account of which I am in prison— 4 
that I may make it clear, which is how I 
ought to speak.Colossians 4:2–4

Specifics of Paul’s Prayer Request

Mystery = Gentiles



Ephesians 3:4, 6 
“When you read this, you can perceive my 
insight into the mystery of Christ…This mystery 
is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members 
of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”



2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At 
the same time, pray also for us, that 
God may open to us a door for the 
word, to declare the mystery of Christ, 
on account of which I am in prison— 4 
that I may make it clear, which is how I 
ought to speak.Colossians 4:2–4

Specifics of Paul’s Prayer Request

Mystery = Gentiles
Mystery = Christ in you



Colossians 1:27
“To them God chose to make known how great 
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.”
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