


GOSPEL FLUENCY

Acts 8:26-40



How is the Gospel brought to this man?

This is paradigmatic for how the Lord 
brings people to saving faith.



I. THE LORD, IN HIS INCREDIBLE KINDNESS, INITIATES IT
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The Lord is sovereignly at work drawing people to 
Christ.



“No one can come to me unless the
Father who sent me draws him.”

– John 6:44
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II. THE LORD USES HUMANS TO REACH HUMANS
Philip takes three actions that are critical for 
evangelism:

A. He responds to the Spirit’s leading with openness 
and obedience.

B. He engages this man by drawing him out with 
questions and discerning where he’s at spiritually.



“Listening requires unhurried leisure, even if it’s only for five minutes. 
Leisure is a quality of spirit, not a quantity of time. Only in that 

ambiance of leisure do persons know they are listened to with absolute 
seriousness, treated with dignity and importance. Speaking to people 

does not have the same personal intensity as listening to them. The 
question I put to myself is not “How many people have you spoken to 

about Christ this week?” but “How many people have you listened to in 
Christ this week?” The number of persons listened to must necessarily 

be less than the number spoken to. Listening to a story always takes 
more time than delivering a message, so I must discard my compulsion 

to count, to compile the statistics that will justify my existence.”

– Eugene Peterson, The Contemplative Pastor
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II. THE LORD USES HUMANS TO REACH HUMANS
Philip takes three actions that are critical for 
evangelism:

C. He communicates a clear and compelling 
message. Philip’s message was…

i. Constructed on the Scriptures

ii. Centered on the Savior

iii. Concerned with this man’s Salvation



III. AND SALVATION, SIGNIFIED IN BAPTISM, IS THE RESULT 
OF IT



III. AND SALVATION, SIGNIFIED IN BAPTISM, IS THE RESULT 
OF IT

A. Baptism is a picture of what’s happening in a 
person’s heart who comes to Christ:



They’re identifying with Jesus’ death, 
burial, and resurrection.



They’re portraying the inward cleansing 
from sins that has taken place when 

they placed their trust in Christ alone.



They’re publicly identifying with the 
Body of Christ.



III. AND SALVATION, SIGNIFIED IN BAPTISM, IS THE RESULT 
OF IT

A. Baptism is a picture of what’s happening in a 
person’s heart who comes to Christ.

B. And this Ethiopian is insistent upon it. Salvation 
has come to this man!



REMEMBER THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH



”Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”

– Matthew 28:18-20



REMEMBER THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

REMEMBER THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR WITNESS



”I am a rather reserved person and I do not always find 
it easy to witness. But I have made this my practice, 

and I urge you to do the same: Assume that whenever 
you are alone with another person for more than a few 

moments, you are there by divine appointment to 
explain to that person the love and forgiveness they can 

know through faith in Jesus Christ.”

– Bill Bright, Founder of CRU



REMEMBER THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

REMEMBER THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR WITNESS

REMEMBER THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL



”I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power 
of God for the salvation of everyone who believes...”

– Romans 1:16
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