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Matthew 12:43-45 is Jesus’ teaching on what happens after deliverance if a person does not
fill their life with God, discipline, and obedience. It is one of the clearest passages in Scripture
about spiritual vacancy, relapse, and the danger of an unguarded life.

1. What Jesus actually describes
Jesus gives a spiritual sequence:

An unclean spirit leaves a person.

It wanders, seeking rest, but finds none.

It returns to the person it left.

It finds the “house” empty, swept, and put in order—but unoccupied.
It brings seven spirits more wicked than itself.

The person’s condition becomes worse than before.

A

This is not metaphor. Jesus is describing real spiritual dynamics.

2. The meaning of the “empty, swept, and garnished house”

The “house” is the inner life—the heart, mind, and spiritual space of a person.
e Swept = cleaned up
e Putin order = outward improvement
o Empty = no indwelling presence of God, no discipline, no Word, no spiritual structure

Deliverance removed the demon, but nothing replaced it.

This is the danger: Deliverance without discipleship creates vulnerability.

3. Why the spirit returns
Jesus reveals a spiritual law:

o Evil spirits seek habitation.

e They remember where they once lived.

o They check to see if the door is still open.

o Ifthe person is spiritually empty, they re-enter with reinforcement.
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This is why Jesus said, “Watch and pray,” and why Paul said, “Give no place to the devil.”

4. Why the second condition becomes worse

Because:
e The person is now spiritually open.
o The enemy returns with greater force.
e The person becomes harder to free the second time.
e The bondage becomes deeper and more complex.

This is not punishment—it is spiritual consequence.

5. The deeper message: Deliverance is not the end—it is the
beginning

Jesus is teaching:

Deliverance removes the enemy.
Discipleship keeps the enemy out.
The Holy Spirit fills the house.
Obedience builds walls.

The Word locks the doors.

Prayer guards the atmosphere.

Deliverance without transformation leads to re-entry. Deliverance with transformation leads to
dominion.

6. The warning to the generation
Jesus ends by saying:

“So shall it be with this wicked generation.”
Meaning:

e A generation that wants miracles but not obedience
e A generation that wants freedom but not discipline
e A generation that wants deliverance but not discipleship
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e A generation that wants the house clean but not filled

This is a prophetic warning: Spiritual emptiness is more dangerous than spiritual bondage.

7. The message for discipleship
Matthew 12:43-45 teaches:

o Deliverance must be followed by filling.

e Freedom must be followed by formation.

o Casting out must be followed by building up.
e A clean life must become a consecrated life.

This is why this discipleship series The Unseen War is so critical, because it teaches you how to
close the doors, seal the cracks, and fill the house.

CORNER STONE DELIVERANCE CHURCH
P.0.BOX 1143, EDENTON, NC 27932
(516)985-7577



	1. What Jesus actually describes
	2. The meaning of the “empty, swept, and garnished house”
	3. Why the spirit returns
	4. Why the second condition becomes worse
	5. The deeper message: Deliverance is not the end—it is the beginning
	6. The warning to the generation
	7. The message for discipleship

