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CHURCH FOR ALL GENERATIONS 
THE CHURCH: GOD’S INSTRUMENT OF CHANGE 
Ian Mann 

 
To finish our current series, we want to look at the impact that the church has had: God's instrument of change. 

Instruments of change: 

• Have a purpose 
• Have instructions for use 
• Produce a result 

Let's look at the church. 

1. PURPOSE 

Salvation and discipleship 

Peter replied, "Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far 
away—all who have been called by the Lord our God." Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his 
listeners, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation!" Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the 
church that day—about 3,000 in all. (Acts 2:38-41, NLT) 

Sets the standard of truth 

So that if I am delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the household of God. This is the church of the 
living God, which is the pillar and foundation of the truth. (1 Timothy 3:15, NLT) 

Eternal 

God's purpose in all this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ephesians 3:10-11, NLT) 

2. INSTRUCTIONS 

The pattern for church is clearly demonstrated in Acts 2. 

Protected and powered by God 

Then he asked them, "But who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 
Jesus replied, "You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn 
this from any human being. Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means 'rock'), and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on 
earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven." (Matthew 16:15-19, NLT) 

Christ-centred 

As the Scriptures say, "A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one." This is a 
great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one. So again I say, each man must love his wife as 
he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. (Ephesians 5:31-33, NLT) 
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I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God's power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty 
power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God's right hand in the heavenly realms. Now he 
is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. God 
has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. And the 
church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with himself. (Ephesians 1:19-23, NLT) 

3. RESULTS 

People being saved / Impacting the community where the church is situated 

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy 
and generosity — all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their 
fellowship those who were being saved. (Acts 2:46-47, NLT) 

Answered prayer 

Then he imprisoned him, placing him under the guard of four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring Peter out for 
public trial after the Passover. But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for him. The night before Peter 
was to be placed on trial, he was asleep, fastened with two chains between two soldiers. Others stood guard at the prison gate. 
(Acts 12:4-6, NLT) 

Changing the believer's life 

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 
Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we 
all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and 
complete standard of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13, NLT) 

If a woman who is a believer has relatives who are widows, she must take care of them and not put the responsibility on the 
church. Then the church can care for the widows who are truly alone. (1 Timothy 5:16, NLT) 

Impacting other churches 

Now regarding your question about the money being collected for God's people in Jerusalem. You should follow the same 
procedure I gave to the churches in Galatia. On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money 
you have earned. Don't wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once. When I come, I will write letters of 
recommendation for the messengers you choose to deliver your gift to Jerusalem. And if it seems appropriate for me to go 
along, they can travel with me. (1 Corinthians 16:1-4, NLT) 

Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 
They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has 
overflowed in rich generosity. For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their 
own free will. They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. They even 
did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do. 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-5, NLT) 

The church: Gods' instrument of change! 


