


18:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 

2 “Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and 

there I will let you hear my words.” 

3 So I went down to the potter's house, and there he 

was working at his wheel. 

4 And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in 

the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another 

vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.





5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 

6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter 

has done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the 

potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 

7 If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, 

that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 

8 and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns 

from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to 

do to it.



9 And if at any time I declare concerning a 

nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant 

it, 

10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening 

to my voice, then I will relent of the good that I 

had intended to do to it.



11 Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah 

and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus 

says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping 

disaster against you and devising a plan 

against you. Return, every one from his evil 

way, and amend your ways and your 

deeds.’ 



12 “But they say, ‘That is in vain! We will follow 

our own plans, and will every one act according 

to the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ 

13 “Therefore thus says the LORD:  Ask among 

the nations, Who has heard the like of this?  

The virgin Israel has done a very horrible thing.



18 Then they said, “Come, let us make plots 

against Jeremiah, for the law shall not 

perish from the priest, nor counsel from the 

wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, 

let us strike him with the tongue, and let us 

not pay attention to any of his words.” 



19:1 Thus says the LORD, “Go, buy a potter's 

earthenware flask, and take some of the elders 

of the people and some of the elders of the 

priests, 

2 and go out to the Valley of the Son of 

Hinnom at the entry of the Potsherd Gate, and 

proclaim there the words that I tell you. 



4 …they have filled this place with the blood of 

innocents, 

5 and have built the high places of Baal to burn their 

sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did 

not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind—

6 therefore, behold, days are coming, declares the 

LORD, when this place shall no more be called Topheth, 

or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of 

Slaughter. 



9 And I will make them eat the flesh of their 

sons and their daughters, and everyone shall 

eat the flesh of his neighbor in the siege and in 

the distress, with which their enemies and 

those who seek their life afflict them.’ 



10 “Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men who go with you,  

11 and shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: So will I break this 

people and this city, as one breaks a potter's vessel, so that it can never be 

mended. Men shall bury in Topheth because there will be no place else to 

bury. 

14 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the LORD had sent him to 

prophesy, and he stood in the court of the LORD's house and said to all the 

people: 

15 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, behold, I am bringing 

upon this city and upon all its towns all the disaster that I have pronounced 

against it, because they have stiffened their neck, refusing to hear my words.” 



20:1 Now Pashhur the priest, the son of 

Immer, who was chief officer in the house of 

the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying these 

things. 

2 Then Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, 

and put him in the stocks that were in the 

upper Benjamin Gate of the house of the 

LORD.



3 The next day, when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks, Jeremiah 

said to him, “The LORD does not call your name Pashhur, but Terror on Every 

Side. 4 For thus says the LORD: Behold, I will make you a terror to yourself 

and to all your friends. They shall fall by the sword of their enemies while you 

look on. And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon. He 

shall carry them captive to Babylon, and shall strike them down with the 

sword. 5 Moreover, I will give all the wealth of the city, all its gains, all its 

prized belongings, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah into the hand of 

their enemies, who shall plunder them and seize them and carry them to 

Babylon. 6 And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into 

captivity. To Babylon you shall go, and there you shall die, and there you shall 

be buried, you and all your friends, to whom you have prophesied falsely.”
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