I Sam. 12:1-13:15 3/30-31/119
12:12 ‘But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against
you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us'—even though the Lord your God was your king.

13 Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty- two years. 2 Saul chose three thousand
men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with
Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes.

3 Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown
throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 4 So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine
outpost, and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.
5The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous
as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. When the Israelites saw that their
situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and
cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the

troops with him were Quaking with FEAR.

People their Leader

8He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men
began to scatter. ® So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt
offering. '* Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. " “What

have you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When | saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not

come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash,| Fearful people are |

12] thought, ‘Now the Philistines will COME DOWN AGAINST ME at Gilgal, and | have

not sought the LORD’s favor.” So | felt COMPELLED to offer the burnt offering. 1 “You have done a foolish thing,”
Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you;

IF you HAD, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time.
14But now your kingdom will not endure;

the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people,
because you have not kept the LORD’s command.” 15 Then Samuel left Gilgal and went up to Gibeah in Benjamin, and Saul
counted the men who were with him. They numbered about six hundred.

Five Thoughts about FEAR
1. The Root of Fear is I

2. Fearis paralyzed by the “What If/“Wild Imagination’/*Heart Racing’/“Panic” questions.“ I Felt COMPELLED’

3. With this paralysis, fear-filled people never ask the “What i’ questions. | Sam. 13:13 one of
the only places in the Bible that God asks the question—>WHAT IF you had Obeyed — David Wilkerson comment

4. What about LEGITIMATE areas of caution. Call it : Track Records, Patience in Decisions, Facts.

5. How does fear destroy our —Jonathan!  How many were raised under fearful parents?

God so desired to hear Saul say, "The Lord keeps his word. | know he speaks to Samuel faithfully. Never once has a word fallen to the
ground from that prophet's lips. Now, as the mighty Philistines come marching toward us, I'm not going to panic. God has told me to wait
for his direction — and | will. If | die, I'll die trusting God.

"Let my whole army desert. Let every Israglite be a coward. Let God be true and every man a liar! He will send me help. This isn't my war
— itis his. The truth is | don't have the slightest idea how to go up against the Philistines. It is all in his hands. | will do exactly as | have
been commanded by him, and that is to wait on his word. He will act in answer to my heart cry."

The cross represents the death of my human will and fleshly ambition. A Message Delivered by David Wilkerson in 1988




