Sunday, July 20, 2025 PM
ADDICTION SERIES: SESSION 3
How Can We Minister To Those In Recovery?
Jeff Elbert, Celebrate Recovery

RECAP OF SERIES SO FAR...

Session 1: Level the Playing Field
Session 2: What Causes Addiction and Relapse?

WHO NEEDS RECOVERY?

1 Corinthians 16:5-18 (NIV)

> After | go through Macedonia, | will come to you—for | will be going through
Macedonia. ° Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so
that you can help me on my journey, wherever | go. 7 For | do not want to see you
now and make only a passing visit; | hope to spend some time with you, if the
Lord permits. 8 But | will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, ° because a great door
for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. " When
Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, for he is
carrying on the work of the Lord, just as | am. " No one, then, should treat him
with contempt. Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. | am
expecting him along with the brothers.  Now about our brother Apollos: |
strongly urged him to go to you with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go
now, but he will go when he has the opportunity. ¥ Be on your guard; stand firm in
the faith; be courageous; be strong. * Do everything in love. * You know that the
household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted
themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. | urge you, brothers and

sisters, ' to submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and
labors at it. "7 | was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived,
because they have supplied what was lacking from you. " For they refreshed my
spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recognition.

HOW CAN WE MINISTER TO THOSE IN RECOVERY?

A. Remember who needs recovery.



B. Be who you say you are!
1. Stay engaged in your own growth and recovery.

Galatians 6:1-5 (NIV)

' Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the

Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be
tempted. ?Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ. 3If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive
themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in
themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, > for each one
should carry their own load.

2. Never be above, being discipled.

Luke 6:39-40 (NIV)

39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both
fall into a pit? 4° The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully
trained will be like their teacher.

C. Be addicted to service.

1 Corinthians 16:15-18 (NIV)

3 You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in

Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. |
urge you, brothers and sisters, ' to submit to such people and to everyone who
joins in the work and labors at it. 71 was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and

Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied what was lacking from you. * For
they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recognition.

1 Corinthians 16:15-18 (KJV)

5] beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of
the saints,) ' That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth
with us, and laboureth. 7| am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus
and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. ' For



they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are
such.

1. It requires sacrifice.
D. Love people without enabling them.
1. Don’t enable, disciple them; even when it gets uncomfortable.

1 Corinthians 16:5-9 (NIV)

> After | go through Macedonia, | will come to you—for I will be going through
Macedonia. © Perhaps | will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so
that you can help me on my journey, wherever | go. 7 For | do not want to see you
now and make only a passing visit; | hope to spend some time with you, if the
Lord permits. 8 But | will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door
for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.

2. Walk alongside them.
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