Sunday, July 6, 2025 AM
ADDICTION SERIES: SESSION 1
Level the Playing Field
Jeff Elbert, Celebrate Recovery

“THIS DOESN’T APPLY TO ME!”

Romans 3:9-12

“What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have
already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the power of
sin. As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who
understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have
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together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.

Romans 3:23
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,”

James 2:10
“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of

breaking all of it.”

1 Corinthians 6:8-11
“Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers

and sisters. Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that
is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”

2 Peter 1:3-9
““His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he
has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may
participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world



caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness,
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities
in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past
sins.”

“WELL AT LEAST ’M NOT...”

A. , , and are all of the same sinful nature.

Matthew 5:21-24

“““¥You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,
and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone
who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone
who says, ‘You fool!” will be in danger of the fire of hell. “Therefore, if you are
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has
something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.”

B. of the eyes and are of the same sinful nature.

Matthew 5:27-30

“““You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you
that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body
to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.”



C. BY SOMETHING =

2 Peter 2:19-21
“They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for

“people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” If they have escaped the
corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are
again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they
were at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the
sacred command that was passed on to them.”

1. DEPRAVITY = DESTRUCTION = DECAY = CORRUPTION
2. You are a slave to anything that has mastered you.
a. Starts off small and gets bigger and bigger.

D. “Well the Bible does not say I can’t...”

1 Corinthians 6:12
““I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I

have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything.”

E. Servants of God.

1 Peter 2:16
“Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as

God’s slaves.”

AREYOU A OF GOD?

--Are you truly saved? If yes, are you truly growing?

James 1:21
“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly

accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”



2 Peter 1:5-9
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to

goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection;
and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past
sins.”



