Day 1: More Than You Came
Looking For

Devotional

Have you ever come to God with a specific need, received exactly what you asked for,
and then quietly moved on? Most of us have. We treat prayer like a transaction. We bring
our request, we receive our answer, and we go back to living. It works, so we stop
pressing in. But here is the thing. Jesus is not interested in just meeting your immediate
need. He is after something deeper. He welcomes you with the needs that bring you to
Him, but He loves you too much to leave you there. Think about the people who came to
Jesus throughout the Gospels. They came with physical needs, desperate situations,
and impossible problems. Jesus met them in those moments. But He never stopped at
the surface. He always moved toward the heart. God is not a vending machine. He is a
Father. And like any good Father, He is not just trying to fix your problems. He is trying to
know you and be known by you. You are invited today to bring everything to Him. Your
worries, your needs, your questions. All of it. But as you do, stay a little longer. Sit in His
presence. Let the conversation go deeper than your request. There is more waiting for
you on the other side of that prayer if you are willing to linger.

Bible Verse

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly
lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for
good works." - Titus 2:11-14 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

When you come to God in prayer, are you primarily focused on what you need from Him,
or are you genuinely seeking to know Him more?

Quote



"He welcomes us with the needs that bring us to him, but he loves us too much to leave us
there."

Prayer

Father, thank You for welcoming me with my needs. Help me not to settle for answered
prayer alone, but to stay in Your presence and pursue You as the greatest gift. Amen.

Day 2: The Temple Has a Name

Devotional

For generations, God's people traveled to the temple. It was the place where heaven
touched earth, where sacrifices were made, and where the presence of God dwelled.
The entire system pointed to one thing: access to God. Then Jesus walked in and turned
everything upside down. In John 2, when the religious leaders demanded a sign, Jesus
told them that if they destroyed this temple, He would raise it up in three days. They
thought He was talking about the building. He was talking about Himself. In one
statement, Jesus declared that He is the temple. He is the sacrifice. He is the altar. He is
the presence and the access. Every ritual, every offering, every journey to Jerusalem
was pointing forward to Him. This changes everything about how we approach God.
You do not need a building. You do not need a priest standing between you and the
Father. You do not need to have everything figured out or your heart perfectly in order
before you come. You go to Jesus, and through Him, the way to the Father is fully and
completely open. That is not a small thing. That is the entire story of Scripture arriving
at its destination. And the invitation is standing open for you right now, today, wherever
you are.

Bible Verse

"Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need." - Hebrews 4:16 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

Do you ever feel like you need to have everything together before you can truly come to
God? How does knowing that Jesus is your access change that?



Quote

I'm the sacrifice. I'm the presence. | am the altar. 'm the access."

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for being the way to the Father. Help me to come to You freely and
confidently, knowing that the door is open because of what You have done. Amen.

Day 3: He Already Knows, and He
Came Anyway

Devotional

Here is something that should stop you in your tracks. Jesus knew. He knew Judas
would betray Him. He welcomed him into the twelve anyway. He knew Peter would deny
Him three times. He loved him and called him a rock anyway. John tells us that Jesus
knew what was in the hearts of people. He did not need anyone to tell Him. He already
knew. And He knows you too. Every mistake you have made. Every thing you are
ashamed of. Every moment you said you would do better and did not. None of it is a
surprise to Him. And yet He still went to the cross. Not reluctantly. Not with hesitation.
With joy, for the sake of bringing you into relationship with His Father. That is not a small
grace. That is an overwhelming one. The God of the universe looked at the full picture of
your life, every failure included, and said you were worth it. You do not have to clean
yourself up before you come to Him. You do not have to earn your way back into His
presence. He already knows everything, and He already made a way. Come as you are.
That has always been the invitation.

Bible Verse

"Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.” - Hebrews 4:16 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

How does knowing that Jesus went to the cross fully aware of your failures change the
way you see His love for you?



Quote

"He knew every sin of them and of us. And yet he still goes to the cross when we keep
reading the story."

Prayer

Lord, | am humbled that You knew everything about me and chose the cross anyway.
Help me to receive that love fully and to stop hiding from the One who already sees me.
Amen.

Day 4: Stop Living in the Outer
Courts

Devotional

There is a version of faith that stays close enough to feel safe but never gets close
enough to be changed. It shows up on Sundays. It checks the boxes. It even prays. But it
keeps God at a comfortable distance, near enough to call on when things get hard, but
not so close that He starts asking hard questions. Many of us have been living there
longer than we would like to admit. The outer courts of the temple were not a bad place.
They were still part of the temple. But they were not the place of encounter. They were
not where the presence was. And there is a real difference between being near the
presence of God and actually dwelling in it. Jesus did not go to the cross so you could
live in the outer courts. He tore the curtain open. He made a way into the innermost
place. The invitation is not just to be close to God. It is to be with Him, known by Him,
and changed by Him. Encouragement for today: you do not have to stay where you are.
Whatever has kept you at a distance, whether it is fear, shame, busyness, or just
comfort, you can move closer. The door is open. He is waiting. Take one step further in
today.

Bible Verse

"Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.” - Hebrews 4:16 (English Standard Version (ESV))



Reflection Question

What is one thing that has been keeping you comfortable in the outer courts rather than
pressing deeper into God's presence?

Quote

"I think sometimes we're content with living in the outer courts. | think sometimes we're
content with living at the foot of the temple, just close enough that we can see, but not
close enough to be changed.”

Prayer

Father, | do not want to settle for a faith that just functions. Draw me deeper into Your
presence and help me to stop being satisfied with staying at a safe distance. Amen.

Day 5: Enjoy the Giver More Than
the Gift

Devotional

Answered prayer is a beautiful thing. When God moves in a situation, when a
relationship is restored, when provision shows up at just the right moment, those are
real and worth celebrating. Do not let anyone tell you otherwise. But there is a subtle
danger in those moments. It is easy to walk away satisfied with the gift and forget about
the Giver. We do this in relationships too. We appreciate what someone does for us
more than we appreciate who they are. Over time, the relationship becomes
transactional. We show up when we need something and drift when things are fine. God
is not just a source of good things. He is the good thing. He is the point. The gifts He
gives are meant to point us back to Him, not replace Him. This week, as you close out
this devotional series, carry one simple challenge with you. When you pray, stay a little
longer after the request. When God answers, pause and thank Him not just for what He
did but for who He is. Let the gifts lead you to the Giver. Jesus did not come to give you
a better life and then step aside. He came to give you Himself. That is the invitation.
That is the more that has been waiting for you all along.



Bible Verse

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly
lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for
good works." - Titus 2:11-14 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

In your current season of life, are you more focused on what God can do for you or on
simply being with Him? What would it look like to shift that?

Quote

"Enjoy the giver more than you enjoy the gift."

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for giving me more than answered prayers. Help me to want You more
than | want what You can give me, and to find my greatest joy in Your presence. Amen.
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