
5 Day Devotional

Day 1: When the Room Gets Cluttered

Devotional

Think about a room in your home that slowly fills with stuff over time. It happens gradually. One box

here, a few items there, and before long the room can no longer serve its original purpose. Our hearts

work the same way.

When Jesus walked into the temple, He did not find an empty building. He found crowds, noise, and

plenty of religious activity. But He also found that the things meant to serve worship had quietly

replaced it. Practical concerns had moved in, and God had been pushed to the edges.

This is a sobering reality. It is entirely possible to be surrounded by the things of God while your heart

has drifted from Him. You can show up, go through the motions, and still be running on empty

spiritually.

The good news is that Jesus did not walk past the temple and leave it as He found it. He cared too

much for that. He cares too much about your heart to walk past it either.

If you sense some clutter has built up in your own life, that awareness is not a reason for shame. It is

actually an invitation. Jesus is not standing at a distance, pointing out what is wrong. He is near, and

He is for you.

Bible Verse

"When the Jews demanded, 'What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?' Jesus

answered them, 'Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.'" - John 2:18-19 (English

Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

What area of your life has slowly drifted from its original purpose of honoring God, and what small

step could you take today to invite Him back into that space?

Quote

"Over time, without even realizing it, the space in us that belongs to God, it gets crowded by those

other things. We still have the appearance of worship, but self has moved to the center and become

our new God."
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Prayer

Lord, I invite You into every room of my heart, even the cluttered ones. Give me eyes to see what has

quietly taken Your place, and the courage to let You in. Amen.
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Day 2: Religion Without a Heart

Devotional

It is possible to look spiritually healthy on the outside while something is quietly off on the inside. We

can sing without truly adoring God. We can hear the Word without actually obeying it. We can serve

others while secretly craving control. We can pray and still resist surrender.

This is one of the more uncomfortable truths we have to sit with. Sin does not always pull us away

from religious activity. Sometimes it hides inside of it. Bitterness can smile in public while rehearsing

old wounds in private. Pride can confess sin in general terms while never getting specific. Control can

say it trusts God while panicking the moment it loses the steering wheel.

The disciples remembered a verse from Psalm 69 when they watched Jesus clear the temple. Zeal

for His Father's house consumed Him. Jesus was not indifferent to hollow worship. He still is not.

But here is the encouragement: the fact that He cares means He has not given up on you. A God who

is indifferent would simply walk away. Jesus does not walk away. He moves toward what needs to be

made right.

Bible Verse

"His disciples remembered that it was written, 'Zeal for your house will consume me.'" - Psalm 69:9

(English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

Is there an area of your spiritual life where you are going through the motions outwardly but holding

something back from God inwardly?

Quote

"Religious activity can keep moving after true worship has been buried. Religious activity can keep

going forward. It can keep looking good while the heart is dead."

Prayer

Jesus, search my heart and show me where my worship has become routine rather than real. I want

to come to You with more than just the appearance of faith. Amen.
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Day 3: His Anger Is Actually Love

Devotional

When we picture Jesus overturning tables and driving animals out of the temple, it can feel jarring.

This does not look like the gentle shepherd we are used to picturing. But what if that moment was

one of the most loving things Jesus ever did?

His anger was not an emotional outburst. It was holy love in action. He loved His Father's glory too

much to ignore what was corrupting worship. And He loved the people in that temple too much to

leave false worship undisturbed.

The same is true for us. When Jesus begins to surface things in our hearts that we would rather keep

hidden, it can feel like an attack. It can feel like rejection. But that is not what is happening. A doctor

who exposes an infection is not trying to harm the patient. Exposure is the first step toward healing.

Jesus does not expose what is in your heart to shame you. He does it because He loves you too

much to let hidden corruption keep doing its damage. His zeal is not working against you. It is

working for you.

Bible Verse

"The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem." - John 2:13 (English

Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

When God surfaces something uncomfortable in your heart, do you tend to interpret that as rejection

or as love? What would it look like to receive it as love?

Quote

"Jesus anger is not the absence of love. It is holy love. It's burning against what corrupts worship. He

loves his Father's glory. He loves true worship of His Father. And he loves sinners too much to let

false worship continue undisturbed."

Prayer

Father, help me to trust that when You expose what is hidden in me, it is an act of love and not

rejection. Give me the courage to stay close to You in those moments instead of pulling away. Amen.
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Day 4: You Don't Have to Come Clean. You Come to Be
Made Clean.

Devotional

One of the most common mistakes we make when we sense God working on our hearts is thinking

we need to get ourselves together before we come to Him. We feel the weight of what is inside us,

and we assume the right move is to clean it up first and then approach.

But that gets it backwards.

Jesus did not stand in the temple and demand that corrupted worshipers fix themselves before He

would help them. He moved toward the corruption. He is the one who does the cleansing. And He

does not do it by demanding we come clean. He does it by giving Himself.

The Lamb of God was standing in a temple full of sacrificial lambs at Passover. Every one of those

animals had been pointing to this moment for thousands of years. Jesus was not just clearing a

building. He was showing us who He is and what He came to do.

You do not have to arrive at Jesus already put together. You come to Him broken, and He makes you

whole. That is not weakness. That is exactly what grace looks like.

Bible Verse

"The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 'Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away

the sin of the world!'" - John 1:29 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

Are you waiting to feel "ready" or "good enough" before fully surrendering something to Jesus, and

what would it look like to bring it to Him today, just as it is?

Quote

"The safest place for exposed sinners, it's not following in the footsteps of Adam and Eve and hiding

better. The safest place to be is closer to Jesus. You don't have to come clean. You cannot come

clean. You come to Christ to be made clean."

Prayer
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Jesus, I stop trying to clean myself up before I come to You. I bring what I have, as I am, and I trust

You to do what only You can do. Thank You for being the Lamb who takes away my sin. Amen.
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Day 5: Cleansed to Be Restored

Devotional

Sometimes we want Jesus to forgive our guilt without touching the things we love. We want a clean

record, but we want to keep our idols right where they are. We want the benefits of grace without the

disruption of it.

But real grace does not leave us the way it found us. Grace is not Jesus agreeing to look the other

way. Grace is Jesus coming close enough to remove what is hurting us.

And here is the beautiful part: He does not cleanse us to ruin us. He cleanses us to restore us. The

zeal that moved Jesus through the temple that day carried Him all the way to the cross. He was

consumed so that we could be cleansed. He gave Himself so that sinners could be brought back to

the Father.

This is the whole point. Jesus does not save us just so we can feel better about ourselves. He saves

us for worship. He forgives us to bring us back to His Father. That is the destination. That is what all

of this is for.

You are not just being cleaned up. You are being brought home.

Bible Verse

"In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers

sitting there." - John 2:14 (English Standard Version (ESV))

Reflection Question

Is there something you have been asking Jesus to forgive while quietly hoping He will leave it

untouched? What would it look like to fully surrender that to Him today?

Quote

"Grace is not Jesus agreeing to leave our idols in place. Grace is Jesus coming near enough to

remove them. That's grace."

Prayer

Lord, I want all of You, not just the parts that are comfortable. Cleanse what needs to be cleansed,

restore what has been broken, and bring me back to the Father where I belong. Amen.
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