


 



WELCOME 
The final week of the earthly life of Jesus is no normal week. It’s a week that thunders God’s 
hand in all things. From the triumphant entry on Sunday to the death of Jesus on Friday, the 
silence on Saturday and the explosion of life on Sunday…it is far from normal. 

This devotional guide was adapted from the last church I pastored at in Washington, Valley Bible 
Church. It’s intended to provide a starting point for meditation, discussion, and worship as we 
remember the sacrifice ofJesus and celebrate His resurrection. 

Readings 
Each day in this guide will include suggested readings from the Gospel accounts describing what 
took place on that corresponding day in the final week of Jesus’ life. You may choose to follow a 
particular Gospel account or compare multiple accounts. Note that not every Gospel has 
intended to present events in exact chronological order, so some readings move back and forth 
across chapters. 

Reflection 
Following each day’s readings, there will be a few questions to encourage meditation and 
discussion. It is hoped these will be helpful whether used individually or with the whole family. 

Response 
Each day has also been paired with a modern hymn and a prayer. As an aid to the singing of the 
hymns, a YouTube link to the hymn has been provided. 

Good Friday Service 
You are invited to attend New City’s Good Friday service on April 3 at 6 pm at 224 E. Walton St. 
This is a somber time of reflection with music and remembering Christ’s sacrifice as we prepare 
our hearts for Resurrection Sunday. Childcare is not provided as families are encouraged to 
experience this moment together. (Note: During the crucifixion story, the sound of nails can be 
heard and may be startling to those with sensitive hearing.) 



MONDAY 
Reading 
Matthew 21:18-19, 12-13; Mark 11:12-18; Luke 19:45-48; John 12:20-50 

Reflection 
What were the major events that took place on this day? 

What are the things that are perhaps distracting us from our meditation on Jesus this week? 

How do the images of judgment and cleansing help us appreciate the work of Jesus even more? 

Response (Prayer & Hymn) 
O holy God, righteous Judge, my life terrifies me. A careful look discloses only sin and 
unfruitfulness, and what fruit that does appear is either so false, or imperfect, or in some way so 
corrupted, that it either cannot please you, or is absolutely displeasing to your eyes. Truly, my 
whole life is, on the one hand, sinful and worthy of your condemnation. And on the other hand, 
it is unfruitful and wrecked. But why distinguish between unfruitful and worthy of 
condemnation? 

Surely if it is unfruitful it is to be condemned, for every tree that does not bring forth good fruit 
will be cast into the fire (Matthew 3:10). And not only will that tree be burned which bears evil 
fruit, but also the one that bears no fruit. So when I think of those on your left hand in the 
judgment, Lord, I am horrified, since they are there not because they have done anything bad, 
but because they have done nothing good (Matthew 25:32). To the hungry they gave no food, and 
the thirsty no drink. 

How then can I possibly be saved? Who is he that is called the Wonderful, the Counselor (Isaiah 
9:6)? It is Jesus himself, the very one who is my judge, and in whose hands I am trembling with 
fear. So I take courage, and I despair not. I hope in him and flee to him for refuge. Oh Jesus 
Christ, for your name’s sake, deal with me according to your name. Look on me with mercy, a 
miserable sinner, as I call upon you. It is true oh Lord, that my participation in sin calls for 
condemnation, and my penitence can never satisfy you. But it is also certain that your mercy 
exceeds all my offense. In you, oh Lord, I put my trust, amen. (Johann Gerhard)²  

Hymn: Lord, I Need You  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA&list=RDLuvfMDhTyMA&start_radio=1


TUESDAY 
Reading 
Matthew 21:18-25:46 (If time is short, consider focusing on Matthew 22:34-46) 
Mark 11:20-13:37 
Luke 20:1-21:38 

Reflection 
What were the significant events that took place on this day? 

Pick one of the parables in Matthew, Mark, or Luke, and explain what the central point of the 
parable is and why Jesus would have wanted to teach this lesson so close to His death and 
resurrection. 

How did Jesus model the two great commandments for us in His final week? 

What themes does Jesus emphasize about the future (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21) that should 
be on our minds today as believers (e.g. warnings against false teachers)? 

Response (Prayer & Hymn) 
Come, Lord, and use your keys. Open, so we understand. 

You reveal so much, yet you are not believed. You warn us from the Scriptures, yet are not 
understood. Where hearts are closed, open and enter in. 

“Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). 

Open, Lord – yes, open the hearts of those who doubt you. (Augustine of Hippo)³ 

Hymn: All Glory Be To Christ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6P2R9aTAPI&list=RDI6P2R9aTAPI&start_radio=1


WEDNESDAY 
Reading 
Matthew 21:18-19, 12-13; Mark 11:12-18; Luke 19:45-48; John 12:20-50 

Reflection 
What were the major events that took place on this day? 

What are the things that are perhaps distracting us from our meditation on Jesus this week? 

How do the images of judgment and cleansing help us appreciate the work of Jesus even more? 

Response (Prayer & Hymn) 
What had you done, my Savior, that Judas betrayed you, and you were led, bound as a lamb to 
the slaughter? What evil did you commit, to be falsely accused and unjustly condemned? What 
was your offense? Whom did you ever wrong, to be discouraged with whips, crowned with thorns, 
reviled, buffeted, and beaten? 

Oh Lord, how did you deserve to be spit upon, covered with shame? To have your garments 
parted and your hands and feet nailed to a cross? To be lifted upon the cursed tree, to be 
crucified among thieves? To endure such a sea of God’s wrath, that made you cry out, as if you 
had been forsaken by God your Father? To have your innocent heart pierced with a cruel spear, 
and your innocent blood spilled before your mother’s eyes? 

I can find no offense in you. The centurion who executed you confessed you to be the very Son 
of God. The thief that hung with you said you had done nothing wrong. So what caused this 
cruel disgrace, suffering, and death? 

Lord, I caused your sorrows. My sin brought about your shame, my failings your injuries. I 
committed the fault, and you are plagued for the offense. I am guilty, and you are charged. I send, 
and you suffered the death. You hung on the cross. Oh the deepness of God's love, the wonder of 
his grace! Mercy without measure! What can I say? I was proud; you are humble. I was 
disobedient; you became obedient. I ate the forbidden fruit; you hung on the cursed tree. Oh 
Lord, let me never forget your infinite love. Amen. (Lewis Bayly)⁴ 

Hymn: Man of Sorrows 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZjBJuHgXPE&list=RDLZjBJuHgXPE&start_radio=1


THURSDAY 
Reading 
Matthew 26:17-46; Mark 14:12-42; Luke 22:7-46; John 13:1-17:26 

Reflection 
What were the significant events that took place on this day? 

What was the original significance of the Passover meal? 

How did Jesus fulfill the promise of Passover, and what did He inaugurate that was even better 
than the covenant God had made with His people at Sinai? 

Response (Prayer & Hymn) 
Precious God, precious Jesus! What a love is here. Oh for grace, for love, for life, for every gift of 
my God and Savior. Oh that my lips would praise you constantly and unceasingly, forever, as the 
drops of the honeycomb which follow each other – sweetly and freely, from the abundance of my 
heart, not constrained, except in the constraint of your love. I pray that prayer would follow 
praise, and praise grow into prayer. That there may be a movement to magnify and adore the 
riches of your grace. That the name of Jesus may be always in my mouth from that one blessed 
source, that Jesus lives in my heart, and rules, and reigns, and is formed there in the hope of 
glory. 

Blessed Jesus, you are the one your people will praise. You are the next of kin, the nearest of all 
relations, and the dearest of all relatives. And by your blood you have redeemed both soul and 
body, both hands and inheritance. You have redeemed the whole, never more to be lost or 
forfeited. And now, Lord, your jubilee trumpet sounds, and the everlasting gospel is heard in our 
land, to give liberty to the captive, sight to the blind, to bring the prisoners out of the prison, and 
them that sit in darkness out of prison. Make me know the joyful sound, and daily walk in the 
light of your countenance. Cause me, by the sweet influence of your Spirit, to live in the constant 
expectation of the year of the everlasting jubilee when the trumpet of the archangel will finally 
sound, and all your redeemed return to Zion with songs and everlasting joy. 

Your people will obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. Hallelujah! 
Amen! (Robert Hawker)⁵ 

Hymn: Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-Tp8HPutZM&list=RD3-Tp8HPutZM&start_radio=1




SATURDAY 
Reading 
Isaiah 53 

Reflection 
In Isaiah 53, what did God tell us the death of Jesus would be for? 

Why do you think the people of Israel did not understand this when Jesus finally came? 

As you reflect on this week of meditating on final week of the life of Jesus, what has made the 
biggest impression on you? How do you desire to see this week impacting your worship of Jesus 
both in your heart and in your life? 

Looking back at Isaiah 53, what hints do you see pointing to Easter morning, the greatest plot 
twist in all of history? 

Response (Prayer & Hymn) 
Lord, we are inclined to be fainthearted in our weakness of the flesh. Of ourselves we are unable 
to behold the bright shine and clearness of your glorious resurrection. 

So strengthen and comfort us that we may always believe the resurrection of your Son. Through 
him we receive the holy hope of the life to come, and the immortal resurrection of our bodies, so 
that we may also comfort and strengthen others who are weak. 

Cause this hard earth of our flesh to quake and move, through the power of your Spirit, to holy 
and fruitful repentance, change, and conversion. 

Preserve us so we never resist the truth nor take part in lies. Help us to love the truth. Keep us 
from error and blindness. 

Let our joy be in the cross of Jesus Christ your Son, and our life in his resurrection – so that we 
with him, and in him, may truly rise again here to a godly, righteous, and sober life, and in the 
world to come to the blessed everlasting. Amen. (Myles Coverdale)⁶ 

Hymn: Though You Slay Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyUPz6_TciY&list=RDqyUPz6_TciY&start_radio=1
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