
 
 
 

 

		
	

 
TEXT	SUMMARY		

In today’s text, Matt 5:27-32, Jesus continues with examples 
of what heart-level righteousness looks like in real life. Here 
He speaks to the intertwined relationships between adultery 
and lust, marriage and divorce. 

INTRODUCTION	(observation):			

1. What exception does Jesus make in His pronouncements 
on divorce and remarriage? 

DISCUSSION	(INTERPRETATION):	 

1. What are some of the parallels between what Jesus said 
about murder and what He says about adultery? 

• …in the way the heart functions as the breeding 
ground for the gross sins of murder and adultery? 

• …in the drastic measures He places on those who 
violate the Law? 

2. Jesus spoke these words about lust in a vastly different 
cultural and technological context, one in which access to 
information was limited to oral communication. What are 
some of the ways our cultural and technological 
environment amplifies the concerns He raised about lust?  

3. How are we to interpret and apply Jesus’ radical solution 
of self-harm for the one who commits adultery in his 
heart? Throughout Christian history, there is a long line of 
one-handed and one-eyed men who took Jesus literally. 
Did they understand what he meant? 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=ESV


 
 
 

 

 

 
SO	WHAT?	(APPLICATION):  

1. Many women wonder why men are so fascinated by 
the female form. Evolutionary psychology would 
explain it in terms of species survival: young women are 
especially attractive to men because they are of prime 
child-bearing age. But Scripture may provide another, 
better explanation: the sin of sexual lust is a wicked, 
twisted parody of one of the great moments in history – 
when the first man saw the first woman and broke into 
song.  

Read Gen 2:18-25 to see the story of why and how God 
created woman.  

• For what purpose did God create the first 
woman (v. 18)? 

• After He declared His intention (see v. 18), what 
did God do next? (Most people say that He made 
Adam fall asleep, but that is not correct.) What 
conclusion was drawn from that exercise (v. 20)? 

• As Adam fell asleep, he must have seen animals 
parading before his eyes. When he awakened, 
he beheld a creature the like of which he had 
never yet seen – so like him in her intelligence 
and self-awareness and so unlike him in her 
physique! How does the sin of sexual lust make a 
mockery of this exquisite moment in human 
history? 

2. This is not the only place where Matthew’s Gospel 
quotes Jesus on marriage and divorce.  

• How does the parallel passage of Matt 19:3-10 
help us understand Jesus’ strong stance on the 
sanctity of marriage vows? 

• If you are married, what effect should Jesus’ 
teaching on marriage have on your attitude 
about your own marriage?  
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