DIVING DEEPER DISCUSSION GUIDE

TEXT SUMMARY

In today’s text, Matt 7:7-14, Jesus speaks to matters of
character: the generous nature of the Father and the
empathetic and discerning nature of the disciple.

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):

1. Jesus employs both repetition and figurative speech in our
text:

e How does He use repetitionin v. 7?
e What figure of speech does He employ in v. 9-11?

2. Elsewhere, Jesus cited two commandments as the
summary of the Law and the Prophets (Matt 22:37-39).

e What are those two commandments?

e Which of those commandments is summarized in
Matt 7:12°?

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):

One of the difficulties in interpreting the Sermon on the
Mount is discerning the relationships between the
paragraphs. (Warning: these are not easy questions.
Sometimes our best Bible study comes from careful reflection
on essentially unanswerable questions like these.)

1. This is especially important when a sentence begins with a
connective device indicating a transition, such as v. 12,
which begins with “so.” How does v. 12 relate to the
previous paragraph (v. 7-11)?

2. How dov. 13-14 fit with v. 127
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DIVING DEEPER DISCUSSION GUIDE

SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):

1. Have you ever (perhaps now) prayed for years about a
significant matter? How has God responded to your
repeated asking, seeking, and knocking?

e If God finally gave you what you asked for, how
long did you persist in prayer?

e |f God has not yet given you what you asked for,
how and why do you maintain hope?

e |f God denied your request,

e have you been able to discern
some of the reasons He did so?

e how have you processed that
disappointment?

e What are you learning about the nature of our
Father in heaven in this experience of persisting
in prayer?

2. Verse 12, which has been called the “Golden Rule,” is a
particular example of the principle of ethical
generalization: people should behave in the way that
they want others to behave. When we treat someone
badly, we often make excuses by telling ourselves why
that basic ethical principle doesn’t apply in our case.
What are some of the excuses you have given yourself
for violating the Golden Rule?

3. Verses 13-14 seems to be a commentary on a proverb
that says that a path that seems a sound choice can be
deadly (Prov 14:12).

e Have you ever seen this proverb played out in
your life or the life of someone you know?

e \What are some of the factors that made that
wrong choice so plausible?
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