DIVING DEEPER DISCUSSION GUIDE

TEXT SUMMARY

In today’s text, Matt 5:33-37, Jesus speaks to the matter of
keeping our word. He refutes the workaround that the
legalists had developed to enable a Law-keeping man from
keeping his promise, and He urges His followers to make their
word simple and reliable.

INTRODUCTION (OBSservaTtion):

1. Unlike the first two instances, where Jesus was quoting
well-known commandments, the two-fold command
forbidding false swearing and enjoining God’s people to
keep their word come from other parts of the Old
Testament. Use the footnotes in your Bible to find the
source of these commandments.

2. What reasons does Jesus give for forbidding His followers
to...

e ..take an oath by heaven?
e _.take an oath by the Holy City, Jerusalem?

e ..take an oath by their own heads?

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):

Some Christians have taken this text to forbid the taking of
oaths in a court of law, while others say that such an
application is overly literal and misses Jesus’ main point.

1. What is His main point?

2. Do you think this injunction forbids the taking of oaths in
court? Why/why not?



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=ESV
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SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):

Jesus seems to want His followers to be such men
and women of their word that oath-taking would be
superfluous.

1. Outside of legal circumstances (see Discussion),
why do people feel the need to use oaths to
support their claims?

2. Inyour experience, are Christians famous for
being men and women of their word? Why is this
so?

3. One of the requirements of those who would
dwell with God is the willingness to keep their
word, even when it hurts (see Psa 15:4b).

e What does it mean to “swear to [one’s own]
hurt”? What are some of the factors that
make it tempting for people to fudge on
their commitments?

e Was there a time when you backed out of a
serious commitment because keeping it
turned out to be too costly? How did you
explain that decision to yourself and the
person you let down?

o Although this text speaks to the matter of
keeping our word, what does it suggest
about the way we make commitments in
the first place? Have you ever made a
commitment without counting the cost?
How did that turn out?
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