
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

TEXT SUMMARY  

In today’s text, Matt 6:19-24, Jesus turns to consider how His 
followers will think about money and possessions.  

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):   

Jesus gives two reasons for His warning not to lay up 
treasures on earth. Both reasons relate to the fallenness of 
life on earth: the fallenness of nature and the corruption of 
human nature. What are those two reasons? (See v. 19-20.) 

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):  

1. Context is everything. Most Bibles provide a subhead 
before v. 19-24 because those paragraphs constitute a 
coherent section. But that break after v. 18 obscures an 
important connection. What key from v. 16-18 is repeated 
in our text, v. 19-24? (Compare the last verses in each 
section: v. 18 and v. 24.) 

2. Verses 22-23 clearly have nothing to do with physical 
eyesight. They come to us in the context of Jesus’ 
exhortations about money and possessions. What does 
the word-picture of the eye as the lamp of the body have 
to do with how we think about money and possessions? 
How would a “bad” eye (about money) fill the whole body 
with darkness? 
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SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):  

1. What does it mean to “lay up treasures on earth”?  

• Does this text indicate that it is wrong for 
Christians to save for a rainy day or to save for 
retirement? If not, what is Jesus saying? 

• How does this text clash with our own American 
understanding of money and possessions?  

2. Jesus tells His hearers that the location of their 
treasures (on earth or in heaven) indicates where their 
hearts are. What does this mean in practical terms? If 
someone examined our personal finances, could they 
detect our innermost drives? What do our financial 
priorities say about our spiritual priorities? 

3. Jesus paints a picture of a zero-sum game in our 
mindset about money and possessions, a game with a 
clear winner and a clear loser. “You cannot serve both 
God and money.” The word Jesus uses for “money” is 
“Mammon,” a personification of greed. Paul observed 
that covetousness is idolatry (Col 3:5). How is greed 
idolatrous?  

4. We live in a world where “who wants to be a 
millionaire?” is a rhetorical question (it assumes an 
obvious answer: we all do). Read 1 Tim 6:6-10 to see 
Paul’s warning against the corrupting influence of the 
love of money. 

• There are many stories of lottery winners who 
found that their windfall brought them nothing 
but heartache. Have you ever known (or been) 
someone who experienced the misery Paul 
describes in v. 9?   

• How is the love of money “a root of all kinds of 
evil” (v. 10)? What is peculiar about the love of 
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money that it can serve as the foundation for all sorts of 
misery and heartache? 
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