
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

TEXT SUMMARY  

In today’s text, Matt 6:1-4, Jesus continues with His 
examination of what Kingdom righteousness looks like. He 
shows us that genuine righteousness is private, not 
performative.  

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):   

1. Our text explores the first of three examples of 
performative righteousness. What are the other two       
(v. 5-15, v. 16-18)? 

2. Verse one begins with a warning: “Beware of practicing 
your righteousness…” 

• What two modifying phrases follow? (Hint: One 
phrase speaks to location, the other to motive.) 

• What is the one desirable result when we practice 
our righteousness in the wrong place with the 
wrong motive? 

3. What reward will come to those who make a show of their 
giving to the needy? 

4. What reward will come to those whose giving is secret? 

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):  

Jesus was fond of using hyperbole (exaggeration for the sake 
of effect) to drive home His point. We saw one hyperbole in 
Matt 5:29-30.  

1. What hyperbole does Jesus use in our text? 

2. What does He mean by it? 
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SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):  

In our social media age, many people think it is vital to 
publicize every significant moment, from a picture of the 
food at the restaurant to the selfie at the concert. For 
many, that impulse drives them to make a public record of 
their kindness to others (selfie of you and the homeless 
man when you gave him that $20 bill).   

Jesus urges His followers to practice their generosity in 
secret as an act of faith in the God who sees what is done in 
secret.  

1. Has anyone ever blessed you anonymously? What is 
that story? 

2. Have you ever committed an act of “secret service,” a 
kind deed that no one else ever knew about?  

• Why did you decide to do it secretly?  

• Was it difficult for you not to get credit for what 
you’d done (or, worse, see someone else get 
credit for it)? 

3. Jesus observes that when we serve someone in secret, 
we forego the honor of public recognition, but our 
Father, who sees all, will reward us.  

• Have you ever experienced God’s reward for a 
kind act done in secret?  

• It is a strain on our vanity and insecurity to 
forego public approval for our kind deeds. How 
have you navigated that internal struggle for 
human recognition? 

• What could you do secretly to bless someone 
this coming week? Will you do it?   
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