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TEXT SUMMARY 

Because this sermon is an introduction to the series on the Holy 

Trinity, there is no single text. Rather, the sermon is built on 

several texts scattered throughout the Scriptures. 

The word “Trinity” does not appear in Scripture, and it took the 

church several centuries of false starts to come to an 

understanding of the Trinity that we still hold today. But this 

does not mean that the doctrine of the Trinity is extra-biblical or 

that the Trinity did not exist before the fourth century Council of 

Nicaea. To argue that we don’t need to know about the Trinity 

for these reasons would be like saying that before Newton first 

described it, gravity was not “scientific” or that it did not exist. 

What the church did in the Trinitarian creeds is describe in 

precise language how God had revealed Himself in His Word. 

But however much we study the Trinity, we will never wrap our 

arms completely around the doctrine. No single analogy will do. 

In fact, every analogy, if pressed too far, will lead us into error. 

We must be satisfied to regard the Trinity as a precious mystery 

that we cannot now understand.    

INTRODUCTION (observation): 

These are some of the biblical texts that show that the doctrine 

of the Trinity was implicit from the beginning of the Bible and 

that it permeates throughout Scripture. 

• Genesis 1:1-2, 26-27 

• John 17:21-26 

• 2 Corinthians 13:14 

• 1 Peter 1:1-2 

DISCUSSION (interpretation):  

Read again the story of Isaiah’s commission (ch 6.)  

1. Then read John 12:39-41. Whose glory does John say that 

Isaiah saw? 

2. Read Paul’s words in Acts 28:25-27. To whom does Paul 

attribute the words of the Lord that Isaiah heard? 
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SO WHAT? (application): Here we move toward first-

person pronouns as we begin to consider how we must 

respond to what God has said in His Word. 

 

1. When we think about the Trinity we long for clarity, 

but we must settle for mystery. This is not easy for us 

to do. 

• One of the ways we seek clarity is in analogies, 

and there are several that attempt to explain 

the Trinity. The sermon mentions how every 

analogy can lead us into error and even heresy. 

This is true. For instance, how can the analogy 

of water (that it can appear as a gas, a liquid, or 

a solid) lead us into error? 

• Why is it so hard for us put our faith in an idea 

that we cannot completely understand? What is 

it that makes us think we must fully understand 

an idea before we can fully embrace it?  

 

2. Why should we bother to understand the Trinity? 

After all, isn’t this just another one of those doctrines 

that matter in theory but not in the actual day-to-day 

practice of the people of God? What are we missing if 

we neglect the doctrine of the Trinity? 

 

3. One of the marks of the pseudo-Christian groups 

(Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, Christian Science, 

etc.) is their refusal to recognize the Trinity. They 

may say that they believe that Jesus was God’s Son, 

but they are quick to point out that they don’t mean 

that in the same way the Church has historically 

understood the Sonship of Christ, in a Trinitarian 

sense. If someone were to say to you that they are a 

Christian but they don’t believe in the Trinity, how 

would you respond? After all, why does it matter 

whether God created the Son or the Son has always 

existed? 
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