DIVING DEEPER DISCUSSION GUIDE

TEXT SUMMARY

In today’s text, Matt 7:15-20, Jesus continues with the theme
of discernment, a theme He develops at the close of the
Sermon:

e the narrow gate and the wide gate (v. 13-14)
e warning against false prophets (v. 15-20)

e judgment of false disciples (v. 21-23)

e true and false obedience (v. 24-27)

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):

1. In biblical times a prophet was not the same thing as a
priest (who represented the people before God) or a
teacher (who interpreted the Scripture): a prophet was a
person who spoke for God. What can we learn about the
office and function of the prophet from Deut 18:15-227

2. Once again Jesus employs vivid word-pictures.
e What two images does He use?
e Which one does He expand on?

3. How does Jesus use the device of an absurd rhetorical
guestion to drive home His pointin v. 16?

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):

Jesus tells His followers that they will recognize false prophets
by their “fruit,” but He doesn’t specify what He means by
that. Commentators differ on what “fruit” means in this
context. Most think He is speaking to matters of character,
but some think He is speaking of the teaching itself, whether
it aligns with God’s nature and His Word. What do you think
Jesus means by “fruit”?



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207&version=ESV
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SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):

You would think that our access to information would
make it easier for us to practice discernment. But this is
not so; with the glut of information available to us, it is not
easy to distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources,
and artificial intelligence has made it even easier for bad
actors to deceive millions. There was never a time when we
needed discernment more than we need it now.

1. Jesus tells His followers two things about false
teachers: that they are dangerous in their deception
and that we will be able to identify them by their fruit.

e Have you ever found yourself caught up in shaky
doctrine? What was so enticing about it? What
real need in your life did it appeal to? What was
true about that doctrine that made it so difficult
to recognize as false?

e The sermon keys in on two fruits of false
teachers: their teaching itself and their
character. How can you evaluate the character
of someone you follow online, whom you’ve
never met and with whom you have no personal
relationship? If you cannot personally know a
teacher, does that mean you should not avail
yourself of his teaching?

2. Discernment is not popular in our fast-paced world
partly because it is such slow and painstaking work.
We are addicted to the internet’s “hot-take” pace: we
feel we must respond immediately to what we see
online.

Can you remember a time when you responded too
quickly to a question or issue, only later to realize that
you were wrong because of missing context or simply
because you responded emotionally and not
thoughtfully?




