
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

TEXT SUMMARY  

In today’s text, Matt 5:38-42, Jesus concludes His multi-fold 
illustration of what “righteousness greater than that of the 
scribes and Pharisees” looks like in the lives of citizens of the 
Kingdom. 

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):   

1. Jesus responds to the two-fold command “love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy” with His own two-fold 
command (v. 44).  

• What are the two verbs in that command? 

• Who are the two objects of that command?  

2. What rationale does Jesus give for His two-fold command 
(v. 45)? 

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):  

1. The two commandments Jesus quoted lie at opposite ends 
of the spectrum: while “love your neighbor” is one of the 
most important commandments, there is no 
commandment to “hate your enemy.” Yet there are 
examples in the Scripture of people hating God’s enemies 
(Psalm 26:4-5; 139:21-22).  

How can we square the psalmists’ hatred of their enemies 
with Jesus’ command to love our enemies? 

2. How does v. 48 echo v. 20 and provide a closing bracket to 
the section? 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=ESV


 
 
 

 

 

 

SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):  

1. We know the elevated status Jesus gave to the 
commandment to “love your neighbor” (Lev 19:18; 
Mark 12:28-31). Last week’s sermon reminded us that 
love isn’t just always about warm feelings of affection 
and creating pleasant experiences for the beloved. Love 
in the biblical sense is deeper and more nuanced; it is a 
personal commitment to the well-being of the beloved.  

• What does it mean, then, for us to “love” our 
neighbors? What does that kind of love include… 
and not include? 

• In citing the Father’s “common grace” (His 
indiscriminate kindness to both the evil and the 
good), Jesus seems to be encouraging His 
followers to be as kind and compassionate 
toward their enemies as they are toward their 
kinsmen and closest friends. Is this reasonable? 
Is it even possible? Have you ever observed or 
experienced that kind of indiscriminate 
affection?  

2. The word “perfect” in v. 48 can be confusing. It doesn’t 
mean “without flaw or error,” as we normally think of 
the word; rather, it means “fully developed.” We might 
use the word “consummate.”  

• Have you ever met or heard of someone who 
consistently demonstrated a fully developed 
commitment to the well-being of others, not 
only those in their circle but also those on the 
margins, even their enemies?  

• How have you seen your own commitment to 
the well-being of others grow and develop in 
your spiritual journey? 
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