DIVING DEEPER DISCUSSION GUIDE

TEXT SUMMARY

In today's text, Matt 5:17-20, Jesus outlines His
relationship to the Law and provides the framework
for His interpretation of it.

INTRODUCTION (OBservaTion):

1. The conjunction “for” at the beginning of a
sentence indicates that what follows explains what
came before. How does v. 18 explain v. 17?

2. Theword “therefore” at the beginning of a sentence
indicates that what follows draws a conclusion or
application of what came before. How does v. 19
apply what came before in v. 17-18?

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):

Even though Jesus always acted with compassion
toward sinners, He was, as we see in this week's text,
rigorous in His interpretation of the Law and its
demands. There is an essential tension built in here:
the grace of God never means a casual stance toward
sin against a holy God.

The epistles gave a great deal of attention to two faulty
attempts to resolve this tension:

1. How does James deal with Christians who imagine
that our behavior doesn’t matter? What Old
Testament characters does he cite to support his
contention that good works are an essential
component of genuine faith? See James 2:14-26

2. How does Paul deal with those who contend that
his gospel of grace gives license to sin? See his
extended response in Rom 6:1-23.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=ESV
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SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):

1. Have you known (or been) someone who errs on
the side of license? Some people who want to
protect the doctrines of grace allow their zeal for
holiness to grow cold.

e What effect does this cooling zeal for holiness
have on a person'’s spiritual formation
(his/her becoming like Christ)?

e What effect does this kind of coldness have on
the witness of that person on the watching
world?

2. Have you known (or been) someone who errs on
the side of rigor? Some people who are zealous
for holiness are known for their lack of grace.

e What effect does this kind of graceless,
legalistic Christianity have on a person’s
spiritual formation (his/her becoming like
Christ)?

e What effect does this kind of coldness have on
the witness of that person on the watching
world?

3. How canwe see to it that our understanding of
sin and grace is always balanced and biblical?
What means has God provided to guide and
protect His people in this matter?




