
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

TEXT SUMMARY  

In today’s text, Matt 6:5-15, Jesus shows us again that genuine 
righteousness is private, not performative. Here, His subject is 
the prayer life of His followers. 

INTRODUCTION (OBSERVATION):   

1. Jesus makes two negative comparisons: “Don’t pray like…” 
What are those two comparisons. (See verses 5 and 7.)  

2. A “hypocrite” was an actor; Jesus is condemning 
performative spirituality. But He doesn’t say the 
performers have done an evil deed. He says they’ve made 
a bad bargain; they’ve settled for an inferior result. 

• What reward do the spirituality performers seek 
and gain? 

• What reward do they forfeit? 

3. What reason does Jesus give for His instructions not to be 
like the Gentiles in their babbling prayers? (See v. 8.) 

4. What was the only part of Jesus’ model prayer that He 
needed to explain? How did He explain it? 

DISCUSSION (INTERPRETATION):  

Are we to apply Jesus’ assertions absolutely? For instance, is 
He saying that His followers must never engage in public 
prayer? If not, what is He saying?   
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206&version=ESV


 
 
 

 

 

 
SO WHAT? (APPLICATION):  

1. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer together each week, 
are we praying “as the Gentiles do, for they think they 
will be heard for their many words” (v. 7)?  

• If you answer “yes,” why? 

• If you answer “no,” why? 

• If you answer “not necessarily,” why? 

2. Have you ever been self-conscious when you led in 
public prayer, thinking as much about how you 
sounded to those around as you did to God? (I have.) 

• Does this indicate that you are engaging in the 
performative spirituality that Jesus condemns? 
(Same three possible answers as in #1.) 

• If you are self-conscious about public prayer, 
should you, in obedience to Jesus, decline to 
lead in prayer in your small group or class? 

3. Jesus explains that if we don’t forgive the people who 
offend us, our Father won’t forgive us of our offenses 
against Him.  

• Is Jesus saying that a believer can forfeit his/her 
salvation by nursing a grudge? 

• Have you ever (perhaps now) struggled in prayer 
because you were struggling to forgive 
someone? 
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