
We’ll be working our way through the 1st Letter that the Apostle Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth. This series will cover what a Gospel shaped community looks 
like in many areas of life including relationships, sex, food, the gathered church, 
and the resurrection.

What is the series about?

Listen to the audio
On the King’s Norwich app or at: kingsnorwich.com/1corinthians

Check out the blog
kingsnorwich.com/blog

LIFE Groups:  Learning, Integration, Friendship, Everyone a witness

Recommended Reading 
The Spirit Filled Church
Terry Virgo

Life Lessons: 1 Corinthians
Max Lucado

http://kingsnorwich.com/1corinthians/
http://kingsnorwich.com/blog
https://wordery.com/the-spirit-filled-church-terry-virgo-9780857210494?cTrk=ODgzOTAwNzF8NWFkNmZjNDRhMDBmYjoxOjE6NWFkNmZjMmIwMGFhZDkuOTUwMDQyMTk6ZjFhN2M3Nzg=
https://wordery.com/1-corinthians-max-lucado-9781418509477?cTrk=ODgzOTE1MDJ8NWFkNmZmOTZhMTI3OToxOjE6NWFkNmZjMmIwMGFhZDkuOTUwMDQyMTk6ODljMzA4NzM%3D
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Overview
If we’re going to be ‘gospel-shaped’ - then we need to be aware of the surrounding culture 
and it’s effect on us as Christ followers. Corinthians had, in many ways, been oblivious to this, 
allowing the culture to shape them. In his letter Paul is continually bringing ‘gospel-correction’ 
Acting like a compass - pointing them to ‘True North’ in Jesus & showing how he is to shape 
their lives, both as individuals & as a community. In doing so we LOOK UP - Be thankful for & 
rest-assured in, your union with Christ (10:16); LOOK BACK - Celebrate what Christ has done 
on the cross (11:23-25); LOOK AROUND - Remember you’re part of a family (11:33); LOOK 
WITHIN - Reflect on your relationships with others (11:28); LOOK OUTWARD - Declare good 
news to those around you (11:26); LOOK FORWARD - Anticipate the return of Christ (11:26)
 
Questions to help your group understand the truth preached
On Sundays we hear God’s word preached and as we listen well we trust that God is changing 
us in the moment. Use these questions to further explore the truth that was taught.
1. How does communion direct us to the gospel? 

Josh Butler “When we tear the bread and pour the wine, we don’t do it to show God how serious 
we are about him. We do it to be shocked afresh at how serious God is about us.”

2. What were the divisions that the Corinthian church were experiencing? 
3. What does it mean that we ‘participate’ (same word we use for fellowship) in Christs body? 

(1Cor 10:16)
 
Questions to help your group apply the truth preached 
When applied, God’s Word will enable us to love God and to love others. These questions will 
help your group apply the truth understood in a way that leads to transformed lives.
1. How does being ‘in Christ’, knowing we participate in Him (10:16) and our lives are “hid with 

Christ...” (Colossians 3:3) affect the way we live for Christ?
2. How can we guard against falling into the same trap as the Corinthians who were shaped 

by their culture and drew distinctions between the ‘haves and the have-nots’?
3. How does looking forward to Christs return shape how we live in the here and now?
 
Questions to help your group dig deeper
Having understood the truth preached, and explored how it can be applied to your lives why 
not dig a little deeper and ask your group the following questions:
1. Paul says that the way they have been approaching communion has caused some 

to experience physical illness and even death (1Cor 11:27-32) Kenneth Bailey writes 
“The broken nature of their fellowship negatively affected both their spiritual and physical 
health.” What does it mean to be ‘discerning’ and to ‘examine ourselves’ - as we approach 
communion together? And how can we keep from being unhelpfully introspective?
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