
Access Granted series: “LOVE is the key”

March 18th 2018

Anytime you read God’s word you have to put things into perspective. You also have 
to realize that the words, terms, tense and context all have meanings.  As a group re-
read Mark 15:33-41. As you read these verses take time to observe, interpret, and 
apply the scripture. Also interrogate the text by asking the 5 w’s and an H. (who, what, 
where, when, why, & how) Try to read a few versions. Some examples would the 
Amplified Version, New living translation (NLT), New international (NIV), New King 
James (NKJV), English Standard (ESV), New American Standard (NASB), and 
compare. Pick a few words and have a group member look that word up on 
blueletterbible.com or with their app.    

1. How does having direct access to a Holy God change everything? CR: Hebrews 
4:16

 
2. Hebrews 13:5b tells us that “God will never leave us nor forsake us.” What an 

awesome promise!  How have you experienced that promise in your life? Does 
this encourage you to live fearlessly for God, knowing that no matter what, He will 
never leave or forsake you?

  
3. Have you ever personally been given a “false key” that suggested peace, hope, 

and access to a Holy God? If so how did that counterfeit key persuade you away 
from the real truth of God’s forgiving and redemptive love? Cross reference 
Ephesians 2:8-10 for further discussion. (false keys: good enough, work enough, 
religious enough, etc.) 

1. What does this study reveal to you about God?
2. What does this study reveal to you about yourself?
3. Based on this, what changes do you need to make?
4. What is your prayer for today?

Bottom Line: Jesus is the KEY that opens the door to have access to a Holy God

DISCUSS IT.

DO IT.

DIG DEEPER.

http://blueletterbible.com
http://blueletterbible.com
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Date: 3/18/18 
Scripture: Mark 15:33-47 
Message title: Access Granted part #3 - LOVE is the Key 

Intro/recap:  

We are in the gospel of Mark looking at the most EPIC moment in 
history! 

Jesus is now, getting ready to fulfill His earthly mission. He would be 
falsely accused, beaten to a pulp, mocked, and then executed by 
being hung to a criminals cross.  

His death was our life line! His last breathe was our opportunity for 
salvation! Salvation?  

Key illustration: show picture keys. All of us use keys everyday! What 
does a key do? opens and turns things on.  

Jesus is the KEY that opens the door to have access to a Holy God.  

Access to God is only granted if it is through Jesus Christ. “I am the 
way, the truth, the life. (John 14:6)” 

People have tried to use the wrong key to gain access to God for 
generations and this is only increasing… 

Wrong keys: NEVER give you access to God. EVER!!!  

Good key, “I am good enough, God will accept me”  
Self- Righteous key (works)”I can keep the law” 
Religious (Go to church)  
Believing in God but not believing in Jesus as the ONLY way. 
false god key (mixture all of these) Idolatry.  

Jesus is the ONLY key that gives us access to the eternal GOD!!  
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Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the 
name that is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11 NIV)  

God doesn’t give us, a ring of Keys and say…”figure it out!” No He 
gives us ONE KEY, and says…”This is the Key of Love and grace, use 
this key to be with me forever!”  

Jesus (LOVE) is the Key that unlocks ALL that God is and all that God 
has!!!  

Mark 15:33 

Darkness fell on the earth: This darkness lasted 3 hours. This was a 
supernatural event. This was not a solar eclipse because it was 
impossible for there to be one based on the time of passover. 

This darkness was like the darkness of night!  

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, "I am the light of the 
world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness, because 
you will have the light that leads to life.” (John 8:12 NLT) 

My life was DARK!! 

When you walk apart from God in darkness and then turn to His 
marvelous light, you keep coming back for more…more…more… 

The OT prophets used the image of supernatural darkness as a sin of 
God’s judgement. (Amos 8:9-10; Micah 3:5-7; Zeph 1:14-15)  

Here in this scene, God the Father was once for all judging SIN! “It 
was my SIN that held him there!” 

It’s fascinating that when Jesus was born He had His own star, and 
now at His death, the light goes out… 

http://biblehub.com/philippians/2-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/philippians/2-11.htm
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“It’s as if creation itself could not bear to look at its creator dying. In 
a manner of speaking, heaven held its breathe.” Swindol 

Jesus was the light of the world, and so are WE!! You are the light of 
the world!! A city set upon a hill can’t be hidden! LOVE IS THE KEY! 

Mark 15:34-36 

My God, My God why have you forsaken me? For the first time in all 
eternity the Father looks turns away from the SON. (PSALM 22) 

An outpouring of wrath, created an endless outpouring of LOVE. It 
pleased the LORD to bruise Him. (Isaiah 53:10) 

Jesus knew great pain and suffering both physical and emotional. 
But He never knew separation…now He knew it…He became SIN for 
us! 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Cor 5:21) 

Have you every had a child that was hurt/sick before? Cai was 
hospitalized one time for croup. I will never forget that!  

I don't think that there is a day that goes by that God the Father is 
not reminded about His SON Jesus being killed.  

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.(Romans 5:8) 

“Why have you forsaken ME??" Forsake defined: to leave behind, to 
desert, leave helpless. 

CR- Heb. 13:5 “I will never leave you or forsake you!” PROMISE!!! 
explain.  

You will never be forsaken, if you have been forgiven and freed.  
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Why? You are a SON/DAUGHTER of God! He is the the best Dad in 
the whole world!! He rescued you!!  He is calling you to Himself… 

Mark 15:37-38 

Most crucified victims spent their last hours in complete exhaustion or 
unconscious before death.  NOT JESUS!!!  

!  With courage and power He gains enough strength to let out 
His final battle cry on earth…”It is finished” John 19:30.  

Greek tetelestai… PAID IN FULL! This is the cry of a victor! Jesus fished 
the eternal purpose of the cross.  

The temple curtain was torn from top to bottom: Access granted!! 
AMEN! 

the veil details: 
  
• A thick curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. 
• The word “veil” in Hebrew means a screen, divider or separator 

that hides. 
• It was made of fine linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn. There 

were figures of cherubim (angels) embroidered onto it. 
• The Veils before the Most Holy Place were 40 cubits (60 feet) long, 

and 20 (30 feet) wide, of the thickness of the palm of the hand and 
made in 72 squares, which were joined together.  

• These Veils were so heavy, that, in the exaggerated language of 
the time, it needed 300 priests to manipulate each. 

God tore this veil of separation from top to bottom. Work of God not 
of man.  

Jesus is the KEY that opens the door to have access to a Holy God. 
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Mark 15:39-41 

At this point, all but one of His disciples had abandoned him. John 
was there at the foot of the cross with several woman.  

This roman executioner studied the Lord’s response to all that was 
done to Him. This man had seen hundreds of people put to death on 
a cross. He exclaims…”Truly this was the Son of God.” I think at that 
moment he had found the KEY!  

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” John 12:32 NIV 

Jesus is the CENTER!! Since Jesus was lifted up on the cross, He has 
not stopped drawing people to Himself! And is doing that right now!!  

Close:  

Gold Key- Uncut/ cut perfectly for you!!  

What needs to be unlocked/released? un-forgiveness, bitterness, 
resentment, addiction, judgmental/critical spirit, forgiving yourself, 
waiting for someone else make the move?…  

Let the key of LOVE set you free!!  

Jesus is the Key that unlocks ALL that God is and all that God has!!! 

Have you ever been granted access?  

Pray >>>>>> Salvation>>>>>> START 

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and 
steadfast and one which enters within the veil (Hebrews 6:19 NASB) 

Additional notes:  
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The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the 
law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God 
declared an end to sin's control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. Romans 8:3 NLT 

 Psalm 22:1;14-18). It is okay to ask God questions, when you have a pure heart.  

You shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it shall be made with 
cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 32 “You shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with 
gold, their hooks also being of gold, on four sockets of silver. 33 “You shall hang up the veil under 
the clasps, and shall bring in the ark of the testimony there within the veil; and the veil shall serve for you as 
a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies. 34 “You shall put the mercy seat on the ark 
of the testimony in the holy of holies. Exodus 26:31–34 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him. (John 3:17 NASB)  

I wonder have Barabass reacted when he was released from prison??  

[Verse 1] 
Come ye sinners, poor and needy 
Weak and wounded sick and sore 
Jesus ready stands to save you 
With compassion, love and power 

[Verse 2] 
Come ye thirsty to the fountain 
Come and find His goodness here 
True belief and true repentance 
Every grace brings You near 

[Verse 3] 
Come ye weary heavy-laden 
Lost and ruined by the fall 
If you wait until you're better 
You will never come at all 

[Chorus] 
So I will, I will rise and go to Jesus 
He will embrace me as His own 
In the arms of my Savior 
There is life forevermore 
You are life forevermore 

[Bridge] 
There's no one else for me 
No one else for me 
I won't look back 
I won't look back 
There's no one else for me 
No one else for me 
I won't look back 
I won't look back 
There's no one else for me 
No one else for me

http://www.biblehub.com/2_corinthians/3-17.htm

