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Date: 4/8/2018 
Scripture: Mark 16:9-20 
Message title: “Making a Mark series”- More of Jesus 

Mark 16:9-20 NASB 

Intro: Over the past several weeks we have been looking at the path 
of suffering that Jesus encountered on His last days on earth.  

Access granted!!! With the final battle cry of Jesus, “it is finished,” we 
now have access to a Holy God! The deadness of of our hearts can 
now be made alive!  

Hope is ALIVE! Jesus is alive! What an amazing Easter service!! 
AMEN? Unfortunately for most, the “God experience,” ended at 
Easter. Jesus is still alive BTW!! Hello??  

It is one thing to know about the person and the story of Jesus, but 
there is something dynamically different about loving and living for 
Him!  

Never before in all of history have we had so much access and to 
God’s word! His word is available everywhere!!! And never before in 
history do you see a church that is borderline apostate. Why? We  
have left our first love!!  

Over the next several weeks I want to teach a series of messages 
that will have one general theme. Authentic discipleship. “Making a 
Mark.”  

The life that we live, is that life that will be left. What/who are we 
living for?? 

week #1: (today): A desire for more of Jesus (to Grow) 
week# 2: A desire for radical faith and obedience (HS) 
week# 3: A desire for christian fellowship and service (inward) 
week#4: A desire for unashamed missional living (outward) 
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Show picture of Judah with balloon Balloon illustration: 

My heart ❤ and desire is to encourage you to fall more in love with 
Jesus everyday! Also to equip you to live for Jesus everyday! To fill 
you with a passion to live for Jesus! This doesn’t happen from an 
incredible sermon, but from a revelation of Who Jesus is!  

Do you LOVE Jesus?? I mean really love Jesus? The reason that Johns 
gospel account doesn’t have Jesus giving the disciples a great 
commission is because John wanted his writers to fall in LOVE with 
Jesus! Jesus is the great commission!!!  

I want people to think about VENTURE CHURCH…They love JESUS!  

We have access to Jesus, but does He have access to us? 
(elaborate) My heart is His home!!  

4 marks of GROWTH for authentic disciples.  

1. Confess Jesus Christ as LORD (starting place) 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For it 
is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11As Scripture says, 
“Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.
(disappointed)” (Romans 10:9-11 NIV)  

• All to many times we take this as the starting place and the 
finishing place. The time between confession (first spiritual breathe) 
and our last physical breathe is called, “discipleship. Process of 
sanctification.  

• KEY: a real Confession should lead to lifelong commitment! 

http://biblehub.com/romans/10-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/romans/10-11.htm
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• Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” (Matt 28:18-20 NIV)  

Healthy disciples make disciples.  

2. Desire to know God more and more. 

Do we really want to know God more? All of Him for all of me?  

7I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them 
worthless because of what Christ has done. 8Yes, everything else is 
worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, 
counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9and become 
one with Him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through 
obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. 
(Philippians 3:7-9 NLT)  

• Pauls life was radically changed!! A Revelation, an encounter, 
promoted a one track mind! TO KNOW JESUS AND MAKE HIM 
KNOWN!!  

3. Desire to know the truths in the bible and live it out.  

• Do you want to know the truth? “YOU CAN’T HANDLE THE TRUTH.” 
When is the last time you read the ingredients on a pack of 
sausage?  

• In a sense we like our lives where they are. We like the taste of our 
lives, and I really don’t want to know what the truth is. When we 
know the truth, it moves us to live by it.  

• TRUTH IS A PERSON! Knowing truth is knowing Jesus! Truth is a 
relationship! “ I came to testify of the truth. ” Truth sets FREE! 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/28-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/28-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/philippians/3-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/philippians/3-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/philippians/3-9.htm
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• Why know truth? Truth exposes the lie. Truth shines light on dark 
areas in our lives.  

• “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” (John 17:17 NIV) 

• I am the way, TRUTH, life (John 14:6) 

• Knowing the word of God is knowing the God of the WORD!  

George Whitefield, a great British evangelist, was speaking to a man 
about his soul. He asked the man, “Sir, what do you believe?” “I 
believe what my church believes,” the man replied respectfully. 
“And what does your church believe?” “The same thing I believe.” 
“And what do both of you believe?” the preacher inquired again. 
“We both believe the same thing!” was the only reply he could get. 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who 
does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of 
truth. But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further 
ungodliness, (2 Timothy 2:15-16 NASB) 
  
Workman: toiler, laborer, an agricultural worker. A farmer works hard! 
To the point of exhaustion.  

2 Tim 2:6- A hard working farmer ought to be the first to receive his 
share of the crops.  

4. An increasing awareness of sin, with a quick response to it. 
(sensitive/nearness) 

Awareness like signs on a mountain pass. “falling rocks.”  

• As we meditate, and saturate ourselves in the word and in His 
presence, He reveals and makes us aware of our SIN… 
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• We must understand that our sin is what put Jesus our Savior on the 
cross!! Jesus died for our sin!! So why would we continue to crucify 
Jesus every time we sin??  

• This is what the Lord Almighty says: “I am very jealous for Zion; I am 
burning with jealousy for her.(Zech 8:2)  

• El Kanna Arises when my sin threatens my covenant (relationship) 
with God.  

• If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word is not in us.(1 
John 1:9-10 NIV) 

It is not that we are sinless, but we should sin less!  

Close: (piano or guitar) 

The life we live is the life that will be left.  Balloon. Let us fall in love 
with Jesus so we can soar! Reach new heights in our lives and lift up 
the lives around us!  

Pray for a passion for Jesus. I want to know you LORD!!  
Pray, I want to grow!!  
Pray, Desire to know the truth and live it out! 
Pray, increase my awareness of sin, and help me to turn from it!  

Salvation 

Sing!!  

http://biblehub.com/1_john/1-10.htm
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Additional notes:  

• For the word of the LORD holds true, and we can trust everything 
He does. (Psalm 33:4 NLT) 

Being a disciple, means making a disciple.  

Belief (faith) ignites all that God has.  

Disciples report evidence, they don’t refuse evidence.  

The assention of Jesus was our cue to an outward focuses life. Now 
that He showed us what to do, He says…do this!!  
Jesus Chose, 11 men who didn’t believe to tell the entire world 
about Him. There is HOPE for us!!! They needed the Holy Spirit and we 
need the Holy Spirit!   

Abide in God’s word aggressively. Why aggressively? We do other 
things like that right? Eat. Exercise. Entertain. 

This word abide/remain is used 112 times in the NT and 66 times by 
John. He is the only one who records the time where Jesus spoke 
about him being the vine. John 15. 

 These racers aggressively abide in their spotters. This is what God’s 
word is like. It spots the dark, destructive, critical areas on our lives, 
and deals with it real time! 

parable of the mina 


