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Welcome to Immanuel! 
“Leading our neighbors to the joy of salvation in Jesus Christ and building 

up one another in faith through Word and Sacrament.” 

 

 
Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church! We are 

glad you are worshiping with us today. We invite 

you to register your attendance using the cards 

located in the pews and to place them in the 

offering plate as it is passed. If you would like more 

information about Immanuel, please stop by the 

welcome table in the lobby. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church serves the greater Bell 

County area with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 

are celebrating 100 years of faithful commitment 

to Christian worship, education, mission, and 

service. 

We hope you join us for worship again soon! 

We believe children are God’s children too, which 

means they are as much a part of the church as 

everyone else. Therefore, children of all ages are 

always welcome in the worship service. 

However, we completely understand that kids can 

get restless during the service, and we understand 

the challenges of getting children accustomed to 

being in the service the whole time. We want to 

assist you in helping your children learn to 

participate in a meaningful way. We offer these 

opportunities for children to participate in service, 

and for them to take breaks when needed: 

Children’s Message | Children are invited to come 

forward for a brief message of teaching and 

prayer. Parents are welcome to accompany small 

children as needed.         (Offered every other Sunday) 

Nursery | When parents need a place for their 

children during worship, a children’s room is 

available down the main hallway on the left. 

Nursing Mom’s Corner | Available inside the 

nursery. 

The Season of Pentecost begins with the Day (or Feast) of 

Pentecost, marking the end of the 50-day season of Easter. On 

Pentecost, we remember the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 

Christ’s apostles, bestowing them with power and strength 

and enabling them to proclaim the Gospel in a variety of 

languages. Red adorns our sanctuary for the Day of Pentecost 

as a reminder of the power of this day. The rest of the season 

is marked by green, a neutral color that encourages us to 

maintain our faith during this, our longest church season. 

Want more info about 

Immanuel? Scan this QR 

code and provide your 

contact information so 

we can connect with you! 

Connect with Us! 

We are here 

A Note to Visitors 

About the Liturgical Season of Pentecost 

A Note to Parents 

The Church Year 

 Advent 

Christmas 

Pentecost 

Lent 

Easter 

Epiphany 
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Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost  
October 18, 2026 | 8:00am 

Service of the Word 

Hymn of Invocation 
LSB 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
Text: 1775 | Tune: 1793 

Welcome and Announcements 

Invocation 

In the Name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Rite of Baptism 
Madeline Mary Bruns 

 

 

The sign of the cross 
may be made by all 
in remembrance of 
their Baptism. 

Please share your 
attendance with us 
by filling out the 
attendance card and 
placing it in the 
offering plate. Any 
prayer requests or 
feedback may be 
written on the back. 

During the service, 

congregation reads 

the bold font. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

When we speak the 

creed, we declare 

together the basics 

of our faith, as a 

summary of Biblical 

teaching about the 

Triune God, the 

Church, our resur-

rection, and life 

eternal. 
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe 

in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God 

and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has 

begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hymn of Praise 
LSB 861 Christ Be My Leader 

 

 

 
Text: 1964 | Tune: Traditional 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us 

that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through 

things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 45:1-7 

1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

 whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 

 and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 

The Prayers of the Day 

are ancient, some more 

than 1500 years old. In 

these carefully crafted 

prayers, we lift up our 

voices together, making 

our appeal to our 

heavenly Father, carry-

ing our most basic needs 

before the heavenly 

throne. 
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 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 

 and level the exalted places, 

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 

 and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 

 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

 and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the Lord, and there is no other, 

 besides me there is no God; 

 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 

 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 

 I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

 
7I form light and create darkness, 

 I make well-being and create calamity, 

 I am the Lord, who does all these things.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 

mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God 
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and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved by 

God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you 

not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be 

among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of 

the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the 

joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word 

of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but 

your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not 

say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind 

of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from 

idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers 

us from the wrath to come. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 22:15-22 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle 

[Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to him, along 

with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true 

and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 

anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell 

us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 

not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the 

test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they 

brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 

likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he 

said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 

Please stand out of 

reverence for the 

Gospel of our Lord. 
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Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they 

heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 

Hymn of the Day 
What Shall I Render to the Lord 

Sung to LSB 554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 

1. What shall I render to The Lord 

What shall my offering be 

For all His gracious benefits 

He has bestowed on me? 

2. Salvation’s Cup my soul will take 

While to the Lord I pray 

And with His people I will meet 

My thankful vows to pay. 

3. With grateful heart I bring my praise, 

And call upon His Name; 

Before His saints my vows I raise,  

His goodness to proclaim. 

4. Within His house of prayer I bow, 

And offer Him my praise; 

Before His saints I make my vow, 

Proclaim Him all my days. 
Text: 1871 | Tune: 1866 

Sermon – A Kingdom Living in the World See the back of the 

bulletin for space for 

sermon notes 
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Prayers of the Church 

After each petition: 

…Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, thank You for Your Church, redeemed by the blood 

of Jesus. Through Baptism, You have made us members of His 

body and given us new life. Keep our hearts from trusting in 

anything above You. When our faith is questioned or ridiculed, 

strengthen us to trust Your promises and look forward to Jesus’ 

return, knowing that HE rescues us from the judgment to come. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of our salvation, You work through Your Word in power and 

in the Holy Spirit. Strengthen leaders of the Church for the work 

that you have set before them. Deepen the faith of all who hear, 

and help us serve others in love and remain firm in the hope You 

give. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Faithful Father, You make Your salvation known throughout the 

world. Bless parents as they teach their children Your Word and 

show them what it means to follow Jesus. Help families grow in 

faith together, trusting in You alone and rejoicing in Your faithful 

care. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, as we render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and 

unto You what is Yours, help us to acknowledge that all authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given by You. Grant wisdom to 

our leaders, vigilance to our protectors and compassion to those 

who care for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O Lord, You made heaven and earth, and You are our help in 

every trouble. Care for [_____________ and] all who are sick, 

suffering or facing difficult days. Protect them, provide the care 

they need, and strengthen them with the assurance of Your 

presence and love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord of life, comfort all who mourn the death of loved ones. Turn 

their hearts to Jesus and His victory over death. Assure them that 
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those who die in Christ will rise to eternal life on the Last Day. 

Help us live each day trusting in Your promises, so that we may 

face death with confidence and hope. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, keep us firm in faith until the day of Christ’s 

return. When we grow weary, strengthen us. When we are afraid, 

remind us of Your promises. Bring us, together with all who have 

died in Christ, into the joy of Your eternal presence, where we 

will praise You forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Offering 

Offertory 
LSB 542 When I Behold Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: 1970 | Tune: 1970 

Everything we have is 
a gift from God. In 
thanksgiving for His 
grace in Christ Jesus, 
we joyfully give from 
what He has entrusted 
to us. Together, our 
offerings support the 
ministry of Immanuel, 
share the Gospel with 
our neighbors, and 
care for those in need. 
Thank you for your 
faithful giving in 
support of this 
ministry. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame 

the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 

that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 

Sanctus 
LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

Preface means “intro-

duction.” The pastor 

and people get ready 

to celebrate the Holy 

Meal by greeting each 

other and with an 

exhortation as to how 

to celebrate the meal. 

Sanctus is a Latin word 

meaning "Holy." As a 

triumphant welcome 

hymn of the crucified, 

risen and reigning 

Christ, the Sanctus is 

sung with strength. 

Hosanna! 
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The Words of Our Lord 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My ✠ blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Confessional Affirmation 

I recognize and confess that I am a sinner. I repent of my sin and 

ask God’s forgiveness. I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord 

and Savior from sin, satan, and death. 

I believe that the risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament 

and, under the form of the bread and wine, I receive His true 

body and blood for the forgiveness of my sin and the 

strengthening of my faith and life. 

I resolve to dedicate my life to the service of my Lord in His 

Body, the Church, by regular group worship, cheerful giving, 

thankful living, and sharing the Gospel with others. Amen. 

Proclamation of Christ 

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 

the Lord’s death until He comes. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

These “Words of Insti-

tution” tell us what the 

gift is and what its 

benefits are: His true 

body and blood for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

The pastor speaks, but 

the Words are Christ’s. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Distribution 

Agnus Dei 
LSB 210 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Dei is a Latin 

phrase meaning “Lamb 

of God.” As Christ comes 

to us in the Holy Supper, 

we recognize Him as the 

Lamb of God sacrificed 

for us to free us from the 

bondage of sin and 

death. (John 1:29, Is. 

53:7) 

As you prepare to 

receive the Holy Supper, 

please read Notes about 

Holy Communion on 

page 17. 
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Distribution Hymn 
LSB 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

 

 

 

 
Text: 16th Cent. | Tune: 1541 

Distribution Hymn 
LSB 550 Lamb of God 

 

 

 

The pastor, and those 

who assist him, distri-

bute to those who come 

to receive, saying:  

“Take, eat; this is the 

true body of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, 

given into death for your 

sins. Amen.” 

“Take, drink; this is the 

true blood of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, 

shed for the forgiveness 

of your sins. Amen.” 
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Text: 1985 | Tune: 1985 

Distribution Hymn 
LSB 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
Text: 1664 | Tune: 1918 
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Distribution Hymn 
LSB 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
Text: 1834 | Tune: 1863 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ✠ give you peace. 

Amen. 

In the Post Com-

munion Prayer, we 

give thanks for the 

Sacrament, the gift 

that brings salvation. 

We are reminded from 

receiving the Sacr-

ament of such favor 

and grace that our 

faith and love are 

stimulated, renewed, 

and strengthened. 
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Closing Hymn 
LSB 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord 

 

 
Text: 1800 | Tune: 1762 

Acknowledgements: All printed hymns/songs and or liturgies used in this service are either public domain or used by permission: 

CCLI License #568273; or from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Copyright © 2018, Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. Scripture quotations, unless noted otherwise, are used by permission and taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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Notes About Holy Communion 

 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to 

Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and blood. 

Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 

Sacrament in faith for the salvation of our souls and 

to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

As Christians, we confess that we receive the true 

body and blood of Christ--in, with, and under the 

bread and wine--in our hands and in our mouths. This 

is a profound wonder and unexplainable mystery. 

We take the words “This is my body” and “This is my 

blood” at face value because God’s Word clearly 

teaches that in the sacrament, the bread and wine 

are a communion, or participation, in the body and 

blood of Christ.  

In the Sacrament, we receive forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation. For where there is forgiveness of sins, 

there is also life and salvation. 

Receiving the body and blood of Christ is a sacred 

moment. You will be directed by the ushers to the 

communion rail. As a sign of reverence, you may bow 

and then, if able,  kneel. Receive the wafer in an open 

hand, one on top of the other. Individual cups and a 

common cup are offered. Take an individual cup as 

the tray passes. If you take the common cup, it is 

acceptable to touch the base of the cup to control the 

tilt so that you receive an appropriate amount. When 

all are served, the pastor or elder will speak a 

dismissal. Then rise and, if you wish, bow as you 

depart the rail. Take empty cups with you and place 

in the receptacles on your way down the steps. 

Gluten-free wafers are available. The center ring of 

the communion trays contains low-alcohol wine. 

For those who cannot approach the rail, we are 

happy to provide distribution in the pews. You may 

inform the elder in advance of the service that you 

will need communion in the pews, or, raise your hand 

when the elder comes by. 

What is Communion? 

How Do I Receive Communion? 

The Lord’s Supper is a testimony to our unity in the 

faith. This Sacrament is given for those who confess 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and desire to follow 

Him. We ask that those who are baptized, who 

believe that Christ is truly present in, with, and under 

the bread and wine, and who have confirmed their 

faith, come forward to receive the Sacrament. Those 

who hold a different confession of faith are welcome 

to come forward for a blessing. To indicate this, 

please cross your arms over your chest. 

Scripture calls us to receive this sacred meal with 

reverence and self-examination. As written in 1 

Corinthians 11:28–29: “Let a person examine himself, 

then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For 

anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the 

body eats and drinks judgment on himself.” 

It is our desire that you join us at the Lord’s Table. 

Please speak with a pastor or elder if you would like 

more information. 

Children of all ages are welcome to accompany you 

at the rail or the walk with you through the line for 

continuous flow. In doing so, they learn the 

importance of Holy Communion even as they receive 

a prayer of blessing. 

Who May Commune? 

For more resources, see Luther’s Small Catechism on 

pages 326-327 in the hymnal. 

Preparation for Communion 

Prayer Before Communing 
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Church Officers & Staff 

 

Church Staff 

Robin Smith, Director of Worship 

rsmith@ilmtexas.org 

Corrie Ganger, Director of Family Life 

cganger@ilmtexas.org 

Brenda Whitwell, Business Manager 

bwhitwell@ilmtexas.org 

Hannah Johnson, Communications Coordinator 

hjohnson@ilmtexas.org 

Malinda Averill, Assimilation Coordinator 

maverill@ilmtexas.org 

Assisting with Today’s Worship 
 

Preacher: Vicar Matt Johnson 

Liturgist: Pastor Grayson Albers 

Elder of the Day: Nick Flippin 

Worship Accompanist: Elaine Jones 

Reader: Corrie Ganger 

Acolyte: Brennan Albers & JD Conzelmann 

Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Grayson Albers, Senior Pastor 

pastorgrayson@ilmtexas.org 

Darrell Becker, Vicar 

dbecker@ilmtexas.org 

Matt Johnson, Vicar 

mjohnson@ilmtexas.org 

Church Staff 

Robin Smith, Director of Worship 

rsmith@ilmtexas.org 

Corrie Ganger, Director of Family Life 

cganger@ilmtexas.org 

Brenda Whitwell, Business Manager 

bwhitwell@ilmtexas.org 

Hannah Johnson, Communications Coordinator 

hjohnson@ilmtexas.org 

Malinda Averill, Assimilation Coordinator 

maverill@ilmtexas.org 

Elders 

Nick Flippin, Head Elder 

flippin78@aim.com 

Joe Aguilar 

joe.a.aguilar3@gmail.com 

Scott Blonigen 

scott_blonigen@hotmail.com 

Gene Doss 

gene@genedossconstruction.com 

David Lockwood 

davidalanlockwood@gmail.com 

Craig Randolph 

craigrandolph150@yahoo.com 

Josh Riess 

rjriess74@yahoo.com 

Eric Seeliger 

eseeliger24@yahoo.com 

Dolph Wenzel 

dolphwenzel@yahoo.com 

Immanuel Lutheran Church’s Elders Team is a group 

of men who assist the pastoral staff in bringing care 

to our congregation. 
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