
“When It Is Time To Step Aside” 1st Samuel 12:1-5    preached Wednesday 9/28/16 at NBC

I.  Samuel Was Able To Exit In Honor (1-2)

A.  He had an unwavering testimony (1-2) - “Samuel said to all Israel, "Behold, I have obeyed your voice in all that you have said to me and have
made a king over you. 2 And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I am old and gray; and behold, my sons are with you. I have walked
before you from my youth until this day.”

B.  He held a clean conscience (3) - “Here I am; testify against me before the Lord and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose
donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it?
Testify against me and I will restore it to you." 

C.  He had the respect of the people (4) - “They said, "You have not defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man's hand." 5 And
he said to them, "The Lord is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand." And they
said, "He is witness."

II.  Samuel Was Able To Clarify The Big Picture (12-15)

A.  He provided both correction and hope (12-15) - “When you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me,
'No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the Lord your God was your king. 13 And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom you
have asked; behold, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the
commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not
obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you and your king.   

B.  He exalted the authority of God (16-17) - “Now therefore stand still and see this great thing that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17  Is it
not wheat harvest today? I will call upon the Lord, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is
great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking for yourselves a king." 

C. He operated in the power of God (18) - “So Samuel called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people
greatly feared the Lord and Samuel.”

  

III.  Samuel Was Able To Set His Followers Up For Success (19-25)

A.  There was still a need for him (19) - “And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die,
for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king." 

The realization that needs continue is not enough reason for a leader to remain where he has been. Other factors must be considered when it is time to step aside.

B.  He pointed them to God, and entrusted them to God (20-22) - “And Samuel said to the people, "Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil.
Yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot
profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22  For the Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake, because it has pleased the Lord to
make you a people for himself.”

C.  He emphasized the core essentials on his way out (23-25) - “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by
ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24  Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart.
For consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king."


