
“Words of Knowledge: A Two-Edged Sword”               2 Kings 4:42-44; 5:9-27                preached Wednesday 11/01/17 at NBC

I.  Elisha Offers A Happy Word (2 Kings 4:42-44)

A. See Elisha being favored (42a) - “A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of
barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack.”

B.  See Elisha being generous (42b) - “And Elisha said, "Give to the men, that they may eat." 

C.  See Elisha being confident (43-44) - “But his servant said, "How can I set this before a hundred men?" So he repeated, "Give them to
the men, that they may eat, for thus says the Lord, 'They shall eat and have some left.'" 44 So he set it before them. And they ate and had
some left, according to the word of the Lord.” 

II.  Elisha Imparts A Healing Word (2 Kings 5:9-14)

A. Elisha lived in the naturally supernatural (9 -10) - “So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha's
house. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and
you shall be clean." 

B.  Naaman lived in the powerless superstition - (11-12) - “But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, "Behold, I thought that he
would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper.
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?" So
he turned and went away in a rage.”

C. The servants lived in yielded humility (13-14) - “But his servants came near and said to him, "My father, it is a great word the prophet
has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?" 14 So he went down and dipped himself seven
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.” 

III.  Elisha Stewards A Heavy Word (2 Kings 5:20-27)

A. An unseen sin arises in a heart (20) - “Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, "See, my master has spared this Naaman
the Syrian, in not accepting from his hand what he brought. As the Lord lives, I will run after him and get something from him." 

B. An unholy action streams from a life (21-24) - “So Gehazi followed Naaman. And when Naaman saw someone running after him, he
got down from the chariot to meet him and said, "Is all well?" 22 And he said, "All is well. My master has sent me to say, 'There have
just now come to me from the hill country of Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets. Please give them a talent of silver and
two festal garments.'" 23 And Naaman said, "Be pleased to accept two talents." And he urged him and tied up two talents of silver in
two bags, with two festal garments, and laid them on two of his servants. And they carried them before Gehazi. 24 And when he came
to the hill, he took them from their hand and put them in the house, and he sent the men away, and they departed.” 

C. An unanticipated exposure comes from the prophet (25-27) - “He went in and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him, "Where
have you been, Gehazi?" And he said, "Your servant went nowhere." 26 But he said to him, "Did not my heart go when the man turned
from his chariot to meet you? Was it a time to accept money and garments, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male servants
and female servants? 27 Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and to your descendants forever." So he went out from his
presence a leper, like snow.” 


