
“Four Altars for Us All”   Genesis 12:1-7   preached Sunday 1/2/22 at CAW 
 
 
I. The Altar of Initial Surrender (Genesis 12:1-7) 
 

“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. [2] And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” [4] So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. [5] And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and 
they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, [6] Abram passed through the land 
to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. [7] Then the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who 
had appeared to him.” 

 
 
 
 
 
II. The Altar of Humble Recommitment (Genesis 13:1-4) 
 

“So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb. [2] Now 
Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. [3] And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to 
the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, [4] to the place where he had made an 
altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
III. The Altar of Continuing Trust (Genesis 13:8-18) 
 

“From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai 
on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. [9] And Abram journeyed 
on, still going toward the Negeb.[11] So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus 
they separated from each other. [12] Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the 
valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. [13] Now the men of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the 
LORD. [14] The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place 
where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, [15] for all the land that you see I will give 
to you and to your offspring forever. [16] I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count 
the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. [17] Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the 
land, for I will give it to you.” [18] So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are 
at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. The Altar of Deep Sacrifice (Genesis 22:6-12) 
 

“And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and 
the knife. So they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, 
“Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” [8] 
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together. [9] When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the 
wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then Abraham reached 
out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. [11] But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” [12] He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 


