
“First Thread: The Necessity of the Holy Spirit” John 16:7-14       preached Sunday AM 10/23/16 at NBC

Opening passage: “7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But
if I go, I will send Him to you. 8  And when He comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:  9 concerning sin, because
they do not believe in me;  10  concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see Me no longer;  11  concerning judgment, because the
ruler of this world is judged. 12 I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you
into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14 He will glorify Me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

I.  The Holy Spirit Purifies

1 Corinthians 6:11 – “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.”

Titus 3:4-6 – “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 He saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

Galatians 5:5 - “For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.”

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 – “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24  He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.”

Romans 14:19 – “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

Galatians 5:22-26 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23  gentleness, self-control; against
such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit,
let us also walk by the Spirit.”

II. The Holy Spirit Empowers

g He imparts spiritual life

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail.” - John 6:63

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'” - John 3:6-7

g He strengthens the believer

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words.” - Romans 8:26-27

“But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit;” - Jude 20

g He energizes service

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth." – Acts 1:8

“Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.” - 1 Thessalonians 1:5

In the New Testament alone, there are no fewer than seven occurrences where someone does some mighty act after being filled with the Holy Spirit



III.  The Holy Spirit Reveals 

“The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you.” - John 14:26

“When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on his own authority, but whatever He hears he will speak,
and He will declare to you the things that are to come.  14 He will glorify Me, for He will take what is mine and declare it to you.” -John 16:13-14

“These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart
this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.” - 1 Corinthians 2:10-13

God’s Spirit reveals the deepest components of God because He is God.  God the Spirit has come to us to give us understanding the nature, will and activity
of God.  These things cannot be rightly learned unless they are imparted by God the Spirit to those who are partakers of the Spirit (“those who are spiritual”)

IV. The Holy Spirit Unifies

“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does
not consist of one member but of many.” - 1 Corinthians 12:13-15

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” - Ephesians 4:1-3

Invitation: “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
But if I go, I will send Him to you.” - John 16:7


