
“Receiving Clarity on the Kingdom”   Multiple passages  preached Sunday AM 10/28/18 at NBC 
 
 
I. Nicodemus didn’t get it (John 3:1-11) 
 

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said 
to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 
with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?” 

 
 
 
II. Jesus’ disciples didn’t get it (Luke 22:24-30) 

 
“A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he said to them, “The 
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with 
you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, 
one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who 
serves. “You are those who have stayed with Me in my trials, and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to Me, a kingdom, 
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

 
 
 
III.  Pilate didn’t get it (John 18:33-38) 
 

“So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus 
answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about Me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?” Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would have been fighting, that I might not 
be delivered over to the Jews. But My kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So You are a king?” 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world - 
to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 
 

 
III. Religion doesn’t get it (John 19:14-22)  
 

Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. Pilate said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 
They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and 
he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There 
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription 
and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests 
of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.”  He came to His own but they received Him not. -John 1:11 
 
 
 
 

IV.  The condemned thief got it (Luke 23:36-43) - nothing to lose  
 

“The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” There was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged 
railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward 
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into your 
Kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” 

 



V.  The trusting children got it (Matthew 21:14-16) - nothing to prove 
 

“And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. But when the chief priests and the scribes 
saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were 
indignant, and they said to Him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never 
read, ‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 

 
 
 
When we receive the Kingdom of God as our fullest context for existing: 
 

(1) Our allegiance will change. If Christ is the King, He deserves our honor, loyalty, and obedience. We put ourselves under 
His authority and power. Whatever He says, we determine to do. That’s the point of the oft-repeated lines in the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Kingdom people submit their own 
will to the will of the King. 

 
(2) Our faith will deepen. One of the difficulties people have with the idea of a kingdom is that it doesn’t appear to be in 
place yet. The world seems to grow father away from God by the day. As a result, it’s easy to live for the here and now, 
as if this present life is all that matters. But the hope of the kingdom is that there is far more to life than what we see right 
now. Jesus made extraordinary promises in regard to a future kingdom, not only for Israel, but for all who follow Him as 
King. The kingdom may not yet be fulfilled completely, but it has been established and will last forever (6:13). 

 
(3) Our core values will enter a transformation. Our culture values achievement, success, independence, and image. Other 
cultures value other qualities. But the values of the kingdom reflect what matters to the King. Jesus described a number of 
His values in Matthew 5:3-10, a section of the Sermon on the Mount known as the Beatitudes (or, as some call them, the 
“beautiful attitudes”). Kingdom people adopt the King’s values and make choices that reflect those values—in their jobs, 
families, and communities. 

 
(4) Our priorities will shift. The real test of people’s values is how they spend their time and money. Jesus spoke directly 
to that issue in terms of the kingdom (6:24-34). He did not demean the value of work or diminish the need for material 
goods. But He challenged His followers to bring kingdom values into their day-to-day lives. “Seeking first the kingdom” 
(6:33) puts a Christlike perspective on one’s work and its outcomes. 

 
(5) Our mission will be clarified. Some people are driven to accomplish great tasks with their lives. Others live aimlessly 
from day to day, lacking purpose or direction. Either way, Jesus affects the outlook of a person’s life. He gives His followers 
purpose and a mission—to live as subjects of the kingdom and promote kingdom values in everyday life and work. 
Ultimately, He wants His followers to extend His message to the ends of the earth, so that all people have the opportunity 
to give their allegiance to Him as their Savior and King (28:18-20). 

 


