
“The Underbelly of Leadership” 1 Samuel 13:8-15    preached Wednesday 10/5/16 at NBC

I.  Warning The Wayward (1 Sam 13:8-15)

A. Witness the presumptuous leader (8-10) - “He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people
were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, "Bring the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As
soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to meet him and greet him.”

B.  Hear the no-nonsense leader (11-13) - “Samuel said, "What have you done?" And Saul said, "When I saw that the people were scattering from
me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, 'Now the Philistines will
come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the Lord.' So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering." 13 And Samuel
said to Saul, "You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you. For then the Lord would
have established your kingdom over Israel forever.”

C.  Respect the unapologetic leader (14-15) - “But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart, and the
Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you. 15 And Samuel arose and went
up from Gilgal.”

II.  Being Faithful To The Toughest Assignments (1 Sam 15:10-13)

A. Leaders must personally process (10-11) - “The word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11  "I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back
from following me and has not performed my commandments." And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the Lord all night.” 

B.  Leaders must act with decisiveness (12a) - “And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning.”      No procrastinating, no delay, no excuses

C.  Leaders must initiate confrontation (12b-13) - “And it was told Samuel, "Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and
turned and passed on and went down to Gilgal. And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed be you to the Lord. I have performed the
commandment of the Lord."  

III.  Holding The Powerful Accountable (14-26)

A. Willingness to confront (14-16) - “14 And Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear?"
15 Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your
God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction." 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Stop! I will tell you what the Lord said to me this night." And he
said to him, "Speak."

B. Discerning clarity in the particulars (17-21) - “And Samuel said, "Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of
Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 And the Lord sent you on a mission and said, 'Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites,
and fight against them until they are consumed.' 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you pounce on the spoil and do what
was evil in the sight of the Lord?" 20 And Saul said to Samuel, "I have obeyed the voice of the Lord. I have gone on the mission on which the Lord
sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal." 

C.  Unwavering loyalty to truth (22-23) - “And Samuel said, "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as In obeying the voice
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is
as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king."

D.  Refusing to give in to emotion (24-26) -“Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words,
because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may worship the Lord." 26 And Samuel
said to Saul, "I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.”


