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I.  The Launchpad For Racial Reconciliation (Matthew 22:36-39)
 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law? 37 And He said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  38 This is the great and first commandment.  39 And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”

II.  The Logic Behind Racial Reconciliation (James 2:1, 8-9)

“My brothers,  show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory...If you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are
committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.”

III. The Longing Within Racial Reconciliation (Philippians 2:1-5)

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from rivalry or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to
the interests of others.” 

IV.  The Longevity Of Racial Reconciliation

A.  It will require perpetual humility (Ephesians 4:31-32) - “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice. 32  Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you.”

B.  It will require precise trust in God (Romans 12:17-21) - “Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the
sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to
the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20 To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.”

C.  It will require relentless effort (Colossians 3:12-15) - “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, 13  bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.”

“I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so
tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism
and war that the bright daybreak of peace and
brotherhood can never become a reality. I believe
that unarmed truth and unconditional love will
have the final word.”  Martin Luther King Jr.


