
TODAY'S SERMON: 

SUPPORTING TEXTS: 

NOTES: 

“The Dishonest Manager”
Doug Payne

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 
And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn 
in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 
And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking 
the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed 
from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5 So, sum-
moning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do 
you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to anoth-
er, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He 
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the 
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so 
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.
10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who 
will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Luke 16:1-13

Matthew 5:3  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 6:19-21, 24 
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.”

Luke 15:17-19 
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and 
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of 
your hired servants.”

Ephesians 1:3-14  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us 
in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemp-
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. 
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 
so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise 
of his glory. 


