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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

“In all my studies of other religions…and early myths, I never found anything like…that 
incredible social inversion of Almighty God coming here and living with us and dying with 
us. And I was very drawn by that—profoundly drawn by it!”   

~Author Anne Rice on her attraction to the Christian Gospel 
 
“There are two kinds of people in the world, the conscious dogmatists and the unconscious 
dogmatists. I have always found myself that the unconscious dogmatists were by far the 
most dogmatic.” 

~G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), English writer and journalist 
 
“In the world it is called Tolerance, but in hell it is called Despair...the sin that believes in 
nothing, cares for nothing, seeks to know nothing, interferes with nothing, enjoys nothing, 
hates nothing, finds purpose in nothing, lives for nothing, and remains alive because there is 
nothing for which it will die.”  

~Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957), English writer and humanist 
 
“When people give up the search for truth, people turn to propaganda. And propaganda 
relies on emotional power.” 

~Jacque Ellul (1912-1994) 
 
“That God should play the tyrant over man is a dismal story of unrelieved oppression; that 
man should play the tyrant over man is the usual dreary record of human futility; but that 
man should play the tyrant over God and find him a better man than himself is an 
astonishing drama indeed.”  
 
“The people who hanged Christ never…accused him of being a bore – on the contrary, they 
thought him too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for later generations to muffle up that 
shattering personality and surround him with an atmosphere of tedium. We have efficiently 
pared the claws of the Lion of Judah, certified him ‘meek and mild’ and recommended him 
as a fitting household pet for pale curates and pious old ladies.”  

~Dorothy L. Sayers in Letters to a Diminished Church 
 
“Jesus did not come with sword in hand but with nails in hand. Not to bring judgment but to 
bear judgment” 

~Edmund Clowney (1917-2005), pastor and theologian 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “Living in the Kingdom: Truth and Tolerance” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Selected Passages from the Gospel of Mark (ESV)  

 
Mark 1 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus 
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” 

 
Mark 14 

60 And the high priest stood up in the 
midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer 
to make? What is it that these men testify 
against you?” 61 But he remained silent and 
made no answer. Again the high priest asked 
him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you 
will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore his 
garments and said, “What further witnesses do 
we need? 64 You have heard his blasphemy.  

 
 

 
 
 

What is your decision?” And they all 
condemned him as deserving death. 65 And 
some began to spit on him and to cover his 
face and to strike him, saying to him, 
“Prophesy!” And the guards received him 
with blows. 

 
Mark 15 

1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief 
priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. And they 
bound Jesus and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” And he 
answered him, “You have said so.” 3 And the 
chief priests accused him of many things. 
4And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no 
answer to make? See how many charges they 
bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no 
further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


