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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“The ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the convinced Nazi or the dedicated communist, 
but the people for whom the distinction between fact and fiction, true and false, no longer 
exists.” 

~Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (1951) 
 

“Poets tell us what our eyes, blurred with too much gawking, and our ears, dulled with too 
much chatter, miss around and within us. Poets use words to drag us into the depth of reality 
itself…. Poetry grabs for the jugular. Far from being cosmetic language, it is intestinal…. 
Poetry doesn’t so much tell us something we never knew as bring into recognition what is 
latent, forgotten, overlooked, or suppressed.” 

~Eugene Peterson (1932-2018), American pastor and poet 
 

“Contrary to common belief even among the educated, Huxley [Brave New World] and 
Orwell [1984] did not prophesy the same thing. Orwell warns that we will be overcome by 
an externally imposed oppression. But in Huxley’s vision, no Big Brother is required…. As 
he saw it, people will come to love their oppression, to adore the technologies that undo their 
capacities to think.  …Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed from us. Huxley 
feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance…. As Huxley remarked in Brave 
New World Revisited, the civil libertarians and rationalists who are ever on the alert to 
oppose tyranny ‘failed to take into account man’s almost infinite appetite for distractions.’ In 
1984… people are controlled by inflicting pain. In Brave New World, they are controlled by 
inflicting pleasure. In short, Orwell feared that what we fear will ruin us. Huxley feared that 
what we desire will ruin us.  …Huxley, not Orwell, was right.”  

~Neil Postman (1931-2003), in his classic Amusing Ourselves to Death 
 

“A gospel proclamation that is never offensive is, perhaps, never authentic.” 
 ~Eckhard Schnabel, professor at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 

 

“If you believe what you like in the gospels, and reject what you don’t like, it is not the 
gospel you believe, but yourself.” 

~Attributed to St. Augustine (354-430), Northern African Bishop 
 

“I am a great writer because when I was a little girl and walked into the room where my 
father was sitting, his eyes would light up. That is why I am a great writer. That is why. 
There isn’t any other reason.” 

~Toni Morrison (1931-2019), American novelist 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Blessing of the Brothers. The Re-founding of the Family.” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 49 (ESV)  

1  Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather 
yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen 
to you in days to come. 

2 “Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, 
    listen to Israel your father. 
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, 
    my might, and the firstfruits of my strength, 
    preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 
4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence, 
    because you went up to your father’s bed; 
    then you defiled it—he went up to my couch! 
5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; 
    weapons of violence are their swords. 
6 Let my soul come not into their council; 
    O my glory, be not joined to their company. 
For in their anger they killed men, 
    and in their willfulness they hamstrung oxen. 
7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, 
    and their wrath, for it is cruel! 
I will divide them in Jacob 
    and scatter them in Israel. 
8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; 
    your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; 
    your father’s sons shall bow down before you. 
9 Judah is a lion’s cub; 
    from the prey, my son, you have gone up. 
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion 
    and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 
10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
    nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, 
until tribute comes to him; 
    and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
11 Binding his foal to the vine 
    and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, 
he has washed his garments in wine 
    and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 
12 His eyes are darker than wine, 
    and his teeth whiter than milk. 
13 “Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea; 
    he shall become a haven for ships, 
    and his border shall be at Sidon. 
14 “Issachar is a strong donkey, 
    crouching between the sheepfolds. 

15 He saw that a resting place was good, 
    and that the land was pleasant, 
    so he bowed his shoulder to bear, 
    and became a servant at forced labor. 
16 “Dan shall judge his people 
    as one of the tribes of Israel. 
17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 
    a viper by the path, 
that bites the horse’s heels 
    so that his rider falls backward. 
18 I wait for your salvation, O LORD. 
19 “Raiders shall raid Gad, 

    but he shall raid at their heels. 
20 “Asher’s food shall be rich, 
    and he shall yield royal delicacies. 
21 “Naphtali is a doe let loose 
    that bears beautiful fawns. 

22 “Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
    a fruitful bough by a spring; 
    his branches run over the wall. 

23 The archers bitterly attacked him, 
    shot at him, and harassed him severely, 
24 yet his bow remained unmoved; 
    his arms  were made agile 
    by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob 
    (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 
25 by the God of your father who will help you, 
    by the Almighty who will bless you 
    with blessings of heaven above, 
    blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, 
    blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 
26 The blessings of your father 
    are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents, 
    up to the bounties of the everlasting hills. 
    May they be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow 
    of him who was set apart from his brothers. 
27 “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, 
    in the morning devouring the prey 
    and at evening dividing the spoil.” 
28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what 

their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each 
with the blessing suitable to him.  


