March 13, 2022 — Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“We must not be frightened nor cajoled into accepting evil as deliverance from evil. We must go on
struggling to be human, though monsters of abstractions police and threaten us.”
~Robert Hayden (1913-1980), poet, essayist, and educator

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die....”

“Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we blind ourselves to
our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we are....”

“How would you expect to find community while you intentionally withdraw from it at some point?
The disobedient cannot believe; only the obedient believe....”

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance.... Cheap grace is grace
without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

“Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will go and sell all that he has.
It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of
Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus
Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him.

“Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must be
asked for, the door at which a man must knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it
is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is
grace because it gives a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because
it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: “Ye were bought at
a price’, and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did
not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is the
Incarnation of God.”

~Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) in The Cost of Discipleship



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “A Case Study in Discipleship: Do You Also Want to Become His Disciples?”

— Pastor Don Willeman

SERMON PASSAGE — John 9 & 2 Corinthians 4:3-11

John 9 (ESV)

L As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth.
2 And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed
in him. #We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.
5As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” 8 Having said these things, he spit on the ground
and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the
man’s eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went
and washed and came back seeing...

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had
formerly been blind. ** Now it was a Sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. *So the
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his
sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see.” ...1” So they said again to the
blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”...

2430 for the second time they called the man who
had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.” ?*He answered,
“Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 2 They said
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 2" He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses.... 3 They answered him,

“You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”
And they cast him out.

% Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”’
% He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe
in him?” ¥ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
it is he who is speaking to you.” *®He said, “Lord, I
believe,” and he worshiped him. % Jesus said, “For
judgment | came into this world, that those who do not
see may see, and those who see may become blind.”

2 Corinthians 4 (NASB95)

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing, #in whose case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that
they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. ® For we do not preach
ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as
your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. 8 For God, who said,
“Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has
shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 7 But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing
greatness of the power will be of God and not from
ourselves; & we are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; ° persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; *° always
carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. * For
we who live are constantly being delivered over to death
for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh.



