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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“In a word, I was too cowardly to do what I knew to be right, as I had been too cowardly to 
avoid doing what I knew to be wrong.”  

~Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 
  
“A truly Christian love, either to God or men, is a humble broken-hearted love. The desires 
of the saints, however earnest, are humble desires. Their hope is a humble hope; and their 
joy, even when it is unspeakable and full of glory, is a humble broken-hearted joy, and 
leaves the Christian more poor in spirit, and more like a little child, and more disposed to a 
universal lowliness of behaviour.” 

~Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections 
 
Pippin: “Is there any hope, Gandalf, for Frodo and Sam?” 
Gandalf: “There never was much hope. Just a fool’s hope.” 

~J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King 
  
“Discipleship means following the man on the donkey all the way.”  

~Rev. Donald English, United Methodist Minister 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “Great Expectations” – Drew Matter 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Luke 19:28-40, Luke 23:20-25 (NIV)  
 

Luke 19 
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, 

going up to Jerusalem. 29
 As he approached Bethphage 

and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find 
a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie 
it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it 
just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the 
colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on 

the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, 
people spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road 
goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of 
disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices 
for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes  
     in the name of the Lord!” 

 
 

   “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, 

the stones will cry out.” 
 

Luke 23 
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to 

them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? 
What crime has this man committed? I have found 
in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore 
I will have him punished and then release him.” 

23 But with loud shouts they insistently 
demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts 
prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their 
demand. 25 He released the man who had been 
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, 
the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to 
their will. 

 
 

 
 

 


