September 14, 2025 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“Hospitality means primarily the creation of free space where the stranger can enter and become a
friend instead of an enemy.”
~Henri J.M. Nouwen (1932-1996), Dutch priest, professor and theologian.

“Here in our house you’ll find a royal welcome; Have supper first, then tell us what you need.”
~From Book 1 of Homer’s Odyssey

“What you leave behind is not engraved in stone monuments but what is woven into the lives of
others.”
~Pericles (495-429 BC), Greek general

“Christian hospitality has much more to do with good relationships than with good food. There is a
fine line between care and cumber. In many instances, less ado would serve better.”
~Kevin DeYoung, American pastor and theologian

“The focus of entertaining is impressing others; the focus of true hospitality is serving others.”
~Tim Chester, British pastor and author



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “One of These Men Is Not Like Others” — Lindsay Whaley

SERMON PASSAGE - 3 John 1-15 (ESV)

' The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love
in truth. 2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with
you and that you may be in good health, as it goes
well with your soul. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when
the brothers came and testified to your truth, as
indeed you are walking in the truth. *1 have no
greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth. ° Beloved, it is a faithful thing
you do in all your efforts for these brothers,
strangers as they are, ®who testified to your love
before the church. You will do well to send them
on their journey in a manner worthy of God. 7 For
they have gone out for the sake of the name,
accepting nothing from the Gentiles. ® Therefore
we ought to support people like these, that we may
be fellow workers for the truth. °1 have written
something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes

to put himself first, does not acknowledge our
authority. '°So if I come, I will bring up what he is
doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And
not content with that, he refuses to welcome the
brothers, and also stops those who want to and
puts them out of the church. !! Beloved, do not
imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good
is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God.
12 Demetrius has received a good testimony from
everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add
our testimony, and you know that our testimony is
true. *1 had much to write to you, but I would
rather not write with pen and ink. 1 hope to see
you soon, and we will talk face to face. !° Peace be
to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends,
each by name.



