September 29, 2019

TIME OF REFLECTION

“No man can put a chain about the ankle of his fellow man without at last finding the other end
fastened around his own neck.”
~Frederick Douglass at the Washington, DC “Civil Rights Mass-Meeting” of 1883

“Out of the suffering have emerged the strongest souls; the most massive characters are seared
with scars.”
~Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931), Lebanese-American writer and poet

“It is in the place of secret prayer that the truths of the man of God become clothed in the fiber of
his being.”
~Conrad Mbewe, Zambian pastor and educator

I asked the Lord that I might grow “Lord, why is this,” I, trembling, cried,
in faith and love and ev’ry grace; “Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?”
might more of his salvation know, “Tis in this way,” the Lord replied,
and seek more earnestly his face. “I answer prayer for grace and faith.
Instead of this he made me feel “These inward trials I employ

the hidden evils of my heart, from self and pride to set thee free,
and let the angry pow’rs of hell and break thy schemes of earthly joy
assault my soul in ev’ry part. that thou may’st find thy all in me.”

~“Prayer Answered by Crosses” by John Newton (1725-1807)
Anglican clergyman and abolitionist

“If pain doesn’t lead to humility, you have wasted your suffering.”
~Katerina Stoykova-Klemer, Bulgarian-American writer and poet

“A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an obvious

lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is.... A man who gives in to

temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour later.”
~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), British writer and academic

“You stand before God as if you were Christ, because Christ stood before God as if He were
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you.
~C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892), famed London preacher



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Faithfulness in the Fire of Temptation and Trial” — Pastor Don Willeman

SERMON PASSAGE — Genesis 39:1-23 (ESV)

1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt,
and Paotiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of
the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the
Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2 The
LorD was with Joseph, and he became a successful
man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian
master. His master saw that the LORD was with
him and that the LORD caused all that he did to
succeed in his hands. # So Joseph found favor in his
sight and attended him, and he made him overseer
of his house and put him in charge of all that he had.
>From the time that he made him overseer in his
house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the
Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of
the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field.
S0 he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and
because of him he had no concern about anything
but the food he ate.

Now Joseph was handsome in form and
appearance. ” And after a time his master’s wife cast
her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he
refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold,
because of me my master has no concern about
anything in the house, and he has put everything
that he has in my charge. °® He is not greater in this
house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from
me except you, because you are his wife. How then
can | do this great wickedness and sin against God?”’
0 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he
would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with
her.

11 But one day, when he went into the house to
do his work and none of the men of the house was

there in the house, 2 she caught him by his garment,
saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her
hand and fled and got out of the house. ** And as
soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her
hand and had fled out of the house, **she called to
the men of her household and said to them, “See, he
has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He
came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a
loud voice. > And as soon as he heard that | lifted
up my voice and cried out, he left his garment
beside me and fled and got out of the house.”
6 Then she laid up his garment by her until his
master came home, "and she told him the same
story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you
have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at
me. 8 But as soon as | lifted up my voice and cried,
he left his garment beside me and fled out of the
house.”

1% As soon as his master heard the words that
his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant
treated me,” his anger was kindled. 2° And Joseph’s
master took him and put him into the prison, the
place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and
he was there in prison. 2 But the LORD was with
Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And
the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all
the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was
done there, he was the one who did it. 22 The keeper
of the prison paid no attention to anything that was
in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him.
And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.



