
January 2, 2022 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“The situation would surely have been hopeless had the very majesty of God not descended to us, 
since it was not in our power to ascend to him. Hence, it was necessary for the son of God to become 
for us ‘Immanuel, that is, God with us.’”  

~John Calvin, 16th Century pastor & theologian 
  
“He looked round again and could hardly believe his eyes. There was the blue sky overhead, and 
grassy country spreading as far as he could see in every direction, and his new friends all round him 
laughing. 
 
‘It seems, then,’ said Tirian, smiling himself, ‘that the stable seen from within and the stable seen from 
without are two different places.’ 
 
‘Yes,’ said the Lord Digory. ‘Its inside is bigger than its outside.’ 
 
‘Yes,’ said Queen Lucy. ‘In our world too, a stable once had something inside it that was bigger than 
our whole world.’”  

~C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle 
  
“Let us remember that our God put on our flesh, and all that comes with that. He put on growing pains 
and hunger, not to mention nerve endings that register the pain of burns, bruises, fevers, and every 
other pain. He did not keep himself from all of our hurt, but fully entered into our suffering in order to 
rescue us.”  

~Luke Paiva, writer for Rooted Ministry 
  
“The reason that Jesus is in such close solidarity with us is that the difficult path we are on is not 
unique to us. He has journeyed on it himself. It is not only that Jesus can relieve us from our troubles, 
like a doctor prescribing medicine; it is also that, before any relief comes, he is with us in our troubles, 
like a doctor who has endured the same disease.” 

~Dane Ortlund, Gentle & Lowly 
  
“The justified realize God would have been just to punish them. They know their best efforts to keep 
the law would have fallen far short. It’s as if the biggest Christmas gifts belonged to the children who 
knew they deserved coal in their stocking. Jesus is the anti-Santa. He knows we belong on the naughty 
list. And that’s why he came to save us.”  

~Colin Hansen, Editor-in-Chief of The Gospel Coalition 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “What Child is This?” – Mike O’Leary 

SERMON PASSAGE – Colossians 1:15-23 (ESV)  
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things 
were created through him and for him. 17 And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through  

 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his 
body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy 
and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if 
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, 
not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 
 

 


