November 22, 2020

TIME OF REFLECTION

“For my name’s sake I defer my anger; for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that [ may not
cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction.
For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not
give to another.”

~Isaiah 48:9-11 (ESV)

“Were we imagining a God, then naturally we should ascribe to him only characteristics which we
admired, and jealousy would not enter the picture. Nobody would imagine a jealous God. But we are
not making up an idea of God by drawing on our imagination; we are seeking instead to listen to the
words of Holy Scripture... There are two sorts of jealousy... ‘Vicious Jealousy’ is an expression of
the attitude, ‘I want what you’ve got and I hate you because I haven’t got it...” But there is another
sort of jealousy: zeal to protect a love relationship or to avenge it when broken... Scripture
consistently views God’s jealousy as being of this latter kind: that is, as an aspect of his covenant love
for his own people.”

~J.1. Packer, Knowing God (Chapter 17)

“God is not jealous like an insecure employer who fears that his employees might get lured away by a
better salary elsewhere. God’s jealousy is not the reflex of weakness or fear. Instead God is jealous
like a powerful and merciful king who takes a peasant girl from a life of shame, forgives her, marries
her, and gives her not the chores of a slave, but the privileges of a wife — a queen. His jealousy does
not rise from fear or weakness but from a holy indignation at having His honor and power and mercy
scorned by the faithlessness of a fickle spouse.”

~John Piper, “The Lord Whose Name is Jealous”

“You asked for a loving God: you have one. The great spirit you so lightly invoked, the ‘lord of
terrible aspect,’ is present: not a senile benevolence that drowsily wishes you to be happy in your own
way, not the cold philanthropy of conscientious magistrate, nor the care of a host who feels
responsible for the comfort of his guests, but the consuming fire Himself, the Love that made the
worlds, persistent as the artist’s love for his work and despotic as a man’s love for a dog, provident
and venerable as a father’s love for a child, jealous, inexorable, exacting as love between the sexes.”
~C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “The Jealous Husband: God’s Loving Jealousy” — Robert Moore

SERMON PASSAGE - selected passages (ESV)

Deuteronomy 4

2 Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the
LoRrD your God, which he made with you, and make a
carved image, the form of anything that the LORD your
God has forbidden you. 2* For the LORD your God is a
consuming fire, a jealous God.

Hosea 2
16«“And in that day, declares the LORD, you will
call me ‘My Husband,” and no longer will you call me
‘My Baal.” I For I will remove the names of the Baals
from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by
name no more. '® And I will make for them a covenant
on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the
heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I
will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land,
and I will make you lie down in safety. ! And I will
betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in
mercy. 2°1 will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And
you shall know the LORD.
21“And in that day 1 will answer, declares the
LoRrbD,
I will answer the heavens,
and they shall answer the earth,
22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine,
and the oil,
and they shall answer Jezreel,
23 and 1 will sow her for myself in the land.
And I will have mercy on No Mercy,
And I will say to Not My People,
“You are my people’;
and he shall say, ‘You are my God.””

John 4:7-26

7A woman from Samaria came to draw water.
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink... ° The Samaritan
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask
for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”

(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water...”

13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, ' but whoever drinks of the
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.
The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” !> The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I
will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and
come here.” " The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying,
‘I have no husband’; !® for you have had five husbands,
and the one you now have is not your husband. What
you have said is true.” !° The woman said to him, “Sir,
I perceive that you are a prophet. 2°Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” 2! Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor
in Jerusalem will you worship the Father... 2 The
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell
us all things.” 2° Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you
am he.”



