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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“All human relations are inherently power relations. The question of how to use power 
properly, though paradoxical, is therefore also inescapable.” 

~James Hunter, To Change the World  
 
“No! With that power I should have power too great and terrible. And over me the Ring 
would gain a power still greater and more deadly! Do not tempt me! For I do not wish to 
become like the Dark Lord himself. Yet the way of the Ring to my heart is by pity, pity for 
weakness and the desire of strength to do good. Do not tempt me! I dare not take it, not even 
to keep it safe, unused.” 

~Gandalf, J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings 
 

 “Scripture tells us that, in the as yet unredeemed world in which the Church also exists, the 
State has by divine appointment the task of providing for justice and peace. [It fulfills this 
task] by means of the threat and exercise of force, according to the measure of human 
judgment and human ability. The Church acknowledges the benefit of this divine 
appointment in gratitude and reverence before him. It calls to mind the Kingdom of God, 
God’s commandment and righteousness, and thereby the responsibility both of rulers and of 
the ruled. It trusts and obeys the power of the Word by which God upholds all things.” 
 
“We reject the false doctrine, as though the State, over and beyond its special commission, 
should and could become the single and totalitarian order of human life, thus fulfilling the 
Church’s vocation as well.” 
 
“We reject the false doctrine, as though the Church, over and beyond its special commission, 
should and could appropriate the characteristics, the tasks, and the dignity of the State, thus 
itself becoming an organ of the State.” 

~The Barmen Declaration (1934) 
 
“Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the 
scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, 
nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. All the nations are as nothing before him, they 
are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.” 

~Isaiah 40:15-17 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “The Love of the King” – Ryan Bouton 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – 2 Samuel 9:1-13 (ESV)  

 
1 And David said, “Is there still anyone left of 

the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness 
for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of 
the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they 
called him to David. And the king said to him, 
“Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 
3 And the king said, “Is there not still someone of 
the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of 
God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still 
a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4 The 
king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to 
the king, “He is in the house of Machir the son of 
Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” 5 Then King David sent and 
brought him from the house of Machir the son of 
Ammiel, at Lo-debar. 6 And Mephibosheth the son 
of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on 
his face and paid homage. And David said, 
“Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am 
your servant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not 
fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of 
your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all 
the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

my table always.” 8 And he paid homage and said, 
“What is your servant, that you should show 
regard for a dead dog such as I?” 

9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s servant, 
and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to 
all his house I have given to your master’s 
grandson. 10 And you and your sons and your 
servants shall till the land for him and shall bring 
in the produce, that your master’s grandson may 
have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s 
grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba 
had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11 Then Ziba 
said to the king, “According to all that my lord the 
king commands his servant, so will your servant 
do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like 
one of the king’s sons. 12 And Mephibosheth had a 
young son, whose name was Mica. And all who 
lived in Ziba’s house became Mephibosheth’s 
servants. 13 So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, 
for he ate always at the king’s table. Now he was 
lame in both his feet. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	


