
February 12, 2023 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“God had one Son on earth without sin, but never one without suffering.” 

~Saint Augustine 
 
Record Company Executive: “Your fans are gospel folk, Johnny. They’re Christians, and they don’t 
wanna hear you singing to a bunch of murderers and rapists, tryin’ to cheer ‘em up.” 
 
Johnny Cash: “Then they ain’t Christians.” 

~From Walk the Line 
 
“I believe I am not mistaken in saying that Christianity is a demanding and serious religion. When it 
is delivered as easy and amusing, it is another kind of religion altogether.” 

~Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death 
 
“Our faith, and our discipleship, do not rest upon an oddity, but upon the rock-solid plan of the Lord 
of History. When we grasp the cross, we are not clutching at a straw but standing upon a rock.” 

~N.T. Wright, Following Jesus 
 
“A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life 
would feel hardly worth living….An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, ‘If I 
have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant and 
secure.’ There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps the best 
one is worship.” 

~Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods 
 

“And if a man has got to listen to the voices of the mob 
Who are reeling in the throes of all the happiness they’ve got 

When they tell you all their troubles have been nailed up to that cross 
Then what about the times when even followers get lost? 

‘Cause we all get lost sometimes...” 
~Andrew Peterson, “The Silence of God”  
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Truth in Denial” – Drew Matter 

SERMON PASSAGE – John 18:12-27 (ESV)  
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out 

with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there 
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus 
often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having 
procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns 
and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 
would happen to him, came forward and said to them, 
“Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who 
betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus 
said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the 
ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you 
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, 
let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he 
had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost 
not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it 
and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right 
ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said 
to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not 
drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the 
officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 It was 
Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be 
expedient that one man should die for the people. 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 
disciple. Since that disciple was known to the high  

 

priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the 
high priest, 16 but Peter stood outside at the door. So the 
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went 
out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the 
door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl at the 
door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's 
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the 
servants and officers had made a charcoal fire, because 
it was cold, and they were standing and warming 
themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself. 

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his 
disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I 
have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught 
in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 
together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you 
ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to 
them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these 
things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with 
his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high 
priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, 
bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, 
why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound 
to Caiaphas the high priest. 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming 
himself. So they said to him, “You also are not one of 
his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am 
not.” 26 One of the servants of the high priest, a relative 
of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I 
not see you in the garden with him?” 27 Peter again 
denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


